
TERMINAL TERROR FEAR 



The latest rendering of Bruce Ratner's Atlantic Yards plan, designed by Frank Gehry. The high-rises dwarf the Williamsburgh Savings Bank tower, pictured at far left. 


Study calls Atlantic Ave 
subway-LIRR complex 


prime spot 

By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Less than a week after a terrorist attack 
on the underground subway system in 
London left more than 52 dead and 700 
injured, a document examining the vul- 
nerability of a once and potentially future 
target in Brooklyn has been released. 

The Brooklyn Papers was given a first- 
look at the “white paper” report, titled “Ter- 
rorism, Security and the Proposed Brooklyn 
Atlantic Yards High Rise and Arena Devel- 
opment Project.” The study examines safety 
and terrorism concerns involving developer 
Bruce Ratner’s plan, issues that have been 
raised at community meetings on the pro- 
posed project over the past year. 

The report was completed July 6, a day 


for attack 


EXCLUSIVE 


before the attacks in London. It addresses an 
overriding concern about any major develop- 
ment near the Atlantic Terminal transit hub 
that includes major subway stations and the 
Long Island Rail Road, at Flatbush and At- 
lantic avenues, and outlines reasons the area 
could be an effective target for terrorists. 

The report includes an account of the 1997 
planned bombing of the hub by terrorists op- 
erating out of a Park Slope apartment just 
blocks away. 

The most chilling reference of the report 
comes from the book “Jihad in Brooklyn,” by 
Samuel M. Katz, who wrote about the effec- 

See ATLANTIC TERROR on page 5 


MTA receives rival bid for Atlantic Yards 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

At first glance, the May 24 issu- 
ance of a request for proposals by the 
Metropolitan Transportation Author- 
ity for the development rights over 
the state agency’s Vanderbilt Yards 
train tracks seemed a mere formality. 

After all, officials of real estate develop- 
ment company Forest City Ratner, and that 
company’s principal owner Bmce Ratner, 
had spent the past year and a half in discus- 
sions with the MTA for the rights to build 
a professional basketball arena and 17 resi- 
dential and commercial high-rises, includ- 
ing skyscrapers, over the Long Island Rail 
Road storage yards east of Flatbush Av- 
enue in a development that would also in- 
clude private property south of those train 

So it was inevitable that the rival bid 
submitted by a Manhattan-based develop- 
er for the 8.5-acre rail yard site just before 
the July 6 deadline would turn some 
heads, to say the least. 

Extell Development Company, which 
recently purchased 77 acres of Upper 
West Side property from Donald Tmmp 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


and his partners for $1.8 billion, insisted 
in the face of scrutiny of their motivations 
last week that the bid was legitimate, 
earnest and sincere. 

The Extell plan proposes 11 buildings, as 
opposed to Ratner’s 17. The tallest would 
be 28 stories, whereas the Ratner plan’s 
tallest peaks at 60 stories, dwarfing the 
iconic Wilhamsburgh Savings Bank tower. 

With 1,940 residential units and 
116,000 square feet of office space, Ex- 
tell’s proposal pales in size to Ratner’s 
looming, Frank Gehry-designed towers, 
part of a plan that also includes 1.9 mil- 
lion square feet of office space, and a 
19,000-seat arena for Ratner’s New Jer- 
sey Nets NBA team. 

Extell’s proposal also boasts some of the 
same community-centric ethos that Rat- 
ner’s company touted at the signing on June 
27 of a community benefits agreement, or 
CBA, witnessed by Mayor Bloomberg. 

The Extell design, by Brooklyn architects 
Cetra-Ruddy, snakes in waves across the 
three MTA blocks “like a train,” as de- 
scribed by principal owner Gary Barnett. 



Extell Development Company's plan for the railyards along Atlantic Avenue 
considerably smaller than the plan proposed by Bruce Ratner. 


Extell would bring 1,940 residential units 
onto the MTA-owned site alone; Ratner’s 
plan, extending beyond the MTA site, in- 
cludes approximately 1 3 acres of adjacent 
private property, some of it subject to state 
condemnation under eminent domain, and 
envisions as many as 7,300 housing units. 

Community support 

Barnett said he learned of the MTA’s 
request for proposals through the solicita- 
tion of the anti-Ratner-plan-group Devel- 
op-Don’t Destroy Brooklyn (DDDB). He 
has, like Ratner, signed on to a communi- 
ty agreement of sorts. 

Barnett has agreed to abide by the 60- 
point “Principles for Responsible Com- 
munity Development” endorsed by at 
least 19 organizations including such 
community stalwarts as the Boerum Hill 
Association, Fifth Avenue Committee, 
Fort Greene Association and Pratt Area 
Community Council. 

Ratner’s CBA promised certain ameni- 
ties to the co-signers, such as active roles in 
oversight of job development, hiring and 
training, and made commitments regarding 
construction work for minorities (35 per- 
cent) and women (10 percent) and the 
placement of public housing residents. 


Extell’s agreement is less specific in 
detailing its oversight structure and ben- 
eficiaries, but it commits Barnett’s com- 
pany in ways not envisioned under the 
Ratner plan: it promises to disavow the 
taking of private property through emi- 
nent domain and to voluntarily put its pro- 
posal through the city’s Uniform Land 
Use Review Process (ULURP). 

Ratner’s plan is excluded from 
ULURP, which is the most stringent re- 
view process in the state. 

Extell has also promised to comply 
with contextual zoning regulations for the 
surrounding area, not exceed a 6.0 floor- 
area ratio in bulk, not close any public 
streets, partner with local housing advo- 
cates, guarantee 30 percent of the afford- 
able housing units are owner-occupied, 
guarantee 20 percent of all construction 
work to minority and women-owned con- 
tractors and provide job training pro- 
grams, ensure 100 percent of storm water 
run-off goes into a sewage treatment plant 
and assure more than 160,000 square feet 
of public park or open space.. 

“It’s something we thought we could 
live with,” said Barnett of the agreement. 

See COMPETITION on page 5 


Wal-Mart's thinking 
outside the big box 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

National discount retailer Wal-Mart is 
so interested in opening a store in New 
York City, and specifically Brooklyn, 
they’re willing to change their big-box- 
store image, executives said at a June 30 


meeting with Brooklyn reporters. 

Company executives and their public rela- 
tions representatives met reporters at the New 
York Marriott Brooklyn on Adams Street not 
to announce a specific New York City site — 
although they conceded that their local press 
outreach had not extended beyond Brooklyn 
— but to discuss what an urban Wal-Mart 


might look like, and what competitors have 
taught them about this borough’s “urban mar- 
ket.” 

“Each project is different,” said Mia Mas- 
ten, Wal-Mart’s communications director. 

“If we can’t have it on a single story, we 
can do a tiered structure,” she said. ‘There is- 
n’t an urban prototype per se, but it would 
have to be feasible for an urban market.” 

After a deal to build a Wal-Mart in Rego 
Park, Queens, fell through earlier this year the 
company began eyeing Brooklyn, among oth- 
er locations in the city. 

“Population alone is huge; we know that 
there are other retailers doing well here,” said 
Masten. “We also know that Brooklynites 
want a Wal-Mart,” she said, citing a study 
commissioned by the Marino Organization, 
the public relations firm representing the 
company. That study claims that 67 percent of 
Brooklynites would support the opening of a 
Wal-Mart in the borough. The survey inter- 
viewed 240 Brooklynites by telephone on 
Feb. 28 and March 1 of this year. 

As part of the company’s efforts to soften 
its image in the face of criticism, largely from 
labor unions, of its wage structure and other 
employment practices, Wal-Mart has adopted 
appearances that are aesthetically suitable to 
their environment, Masten said. 

“We’ve gone past the old ‘battleship blue’ 
style, and now accommodate nationwide,” 
said Masten. “Say, if it’s going to be in a rural 
setting, we’ll do like a mountain resort with 
an Adirondack look to it. In Main Street, it 
will appear more industrial,” she said, and 
pointed towards an in-process renovation in 
White Plains, N.Y., where a Wal-Mart is be- 
ing developed in a former Sears department 
See WAL-MART on page 6 



Chowhounds 


The hot dogs didn't stand a chance when some of the world's top competitive 
eaters descended on Coney Island July 4 for Nathan's Famous' annual blot Dog 
Eating contest. (Left to right) American title holder Sonya Thomas, world champ 
Takeru Kobayashi and Eric "Badlands" Booker all knocked back a lot of dogs, but 
perpetual champ Kobayashi retained his Mustard-Yellow Belt. 



Night and day 

Fourth of July fireworks light up the sky above the Brooklyn Bridge during Macy's fireworks extravaganza 
(above). Below, the ocean and beach at Coney Island seemed filled to capacity earlier that day. 
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* 29 Hour Supervision 

• NO CAGES We partition areas for simitar sized dogs 

• Doggie £imo Service (pick-up & delivery ) 

• Dr. Vat’s mobile veterinary service available 

(10% off when you mention this ad) Celt (118) 259-5959 

165 20th St. (bet. 3 & 4 Aves.) 

Hourly • Daily 
Weekly • monthly 
Overnight 
Rates Available 


;ay friendly Brooklyn medical practice 


• General Male Health Issues 

Comprehensive HIV Care Including: 

• Hormone Replacement • Nutritional and 

• Lipodystrophy Psychological Support 

• Wasting Syndrome • Case Management 

• Salvage Therapy • Legal Aide 

IMMEDIATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE 


Arrest for baby-snatch 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Police arrested a man who 
abducted a 16-month-old girl 
and held her for more than a 
day, sending police — and 
the baby’s mother — on a 
frantic local search. 


Javier Ruiz Martinez, 29, 
allegedly took the child to get 
back at her mother, a former 
roommate who had refused his 
sexual advances, police said. 
He was arrested on June 29 at 
2:25 pm when he returned the 
child to the mother, who lives 
in an apartment on 46th Street 


at Sixth Avenue. 

The mother told police 
Martinez snagged the child 
around 9 am on June 28, when 
he was at the apartment they 
once shared retrieving some of 
his clothing. The mother tried 
throughout the day to contact 
Martinez and ci 


return her baby. 

The next morning, the 
woman called police, who 
launched a full search of the 
area, also involving police 
dogs. While the mother was 
talking with police, around 
10:30 am, Martinez called and 
told her he would bring the 


child home at 1 pm, officers 
said. Officers fanned out and 
waited and, when he arrived 
— late — at 2:25 pm, he was 
arrested. 

The child, who had no im- 
mediate signs of abuse, was 
brought to Maimonides Med- 
ical Center for observation. 


Teacher from Park Slope 
charged with child-porn 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 


l be reached for comment 




A high school English teacher from 
Park Slope was arrested this week on 
charges that he e-mailed child pornogra- 
phy to a man in Florida, police say. 

Craig Roffman, 29, a teacher at James Madi- 
son High School in Sheepshead Bay since Sep- 
tember 2002, was arraigned July 12 on charges 
of possessing and promoting an obscene sexual 
performance of a child. 

Roffman’s bail was set at $25,000, with the 
option of paying $5,000 in cash up front, ac- 
cording to the district attorney’s office. The 
teacher, who does not have a criminal record, 
was scheduled to return to court on July 15. 

“He will not return [to teach] in the fall,” Keith 
Kalb, a spokesman for the city Department of Ed- 
ucation, told the Daily News, adding that the de- 
partment is moving to fire Roffman immediately. 


Roffman could m 
by press time. 

Police arrested Roffman on July 12 after po- 
lice with a warrant discovered pornography on 
the computer in his apartment. Newspaper re- 
ports said police were led to Roffman by lewd 
e-mails he had allegedly sent to a man in Palm 
Beach. The Florida man was also arrested, re- 
ports said, but the relationship between Roff- 
man and the man was not clear. 

Sources told one publication the e-mail con- 
tained pictures of children engaging in sex acts. Al- 
though police do not believe Roffman used school 
computers or behaved inappropriately while on the 
job, the investigation is continuing, reports said. 

Roffman, like other teachers, is currently being 
paid during the summer vacation, Kalb told re- 
porters. Because of his probationary status — he’s 
been on the job less than three years — he can be 
fired, and will be before September, Kalb said. 


Joseph G. Olivieri, 


M.D., AA.F.P. 


313 - 43 rd Street — Sunset Park, Brooklyn 

3rd Avenue and 43rd Street 


I Monday to Friday 
10am to 6pm 


Slope cars, flute, stolen 


The Brooklyn Papers 


Six cars — and one flute 
— were stolen in Park 
Slope this month, includ- 
ing two Honda Civics and 
two Acura Integras. 

•A man, 50, found his 1996 
Buick LeSabre stolen from its 
curbside parking spot near his 
home on Third Street at Fifth 
Avenue. The victim told po- 
lice he parked at 5:30 pm June 
29, and when he checked at 1 1 
am July 2, the car was gone. 

• Over the July 4 weekend a 
54-year-old man lost the 1995 
Honda Civic he had parked in 
front of 22 Prospect Park 
West. The victim, who lives 


on Carroll Street, told police 
he left the car parked on July 
1, at 7 pm, and when he re- 
turned on July 5, at 4:30 pm, 
broken glass littered the spot 
where the car had been. 

• Thieves made off with an- 
other Honda, a 1993 Civic, 
sometime between 9:30 pm 
on July 2 and 7 am on July 3. 
The owner, a 35-year-old 
woman, told police she had 
parked the car on Sixth Av- 
enue between Ninth and 10th 
streets, not far from her home. 

• A 38-year-old man had his 
2002 Audi sedan stolen from 
Union Street, near Seventh Av- 
enue, after 3:30 pm on Inde- 
pendence Day. The Fifth Av- 
enue resident told police that 
when he returned, at 9:30 am 
on July 5, the vehicle was gone. 

• A 1996 Acura Integra was 


snatched from its spot on Fifth 
Street, between Seventh and 
Eighth avenues. The owner, a 
37-year-old North Carolina 
resident, told police he had 
parked the car at 5:30 pm on 
July 4. By 8:30 the next morn- 
ing the car was gone. 

•Two Illinois women lost 
their 1996 Acura Integra full 
of personal items sometime on 
July 9. The owner, 72, and her 
friend, 46, parked the vehicle 
on Plaza Street West, between 
Prospect Park West and Union 
Street, just after midnight on 
July 9. When they returned, at 
2:30 pm, the car was gone, the 
two women told police. The 
women said the car contained 
a backpack, sleeping bag and 
other items — including a 
flute. — Lilo Stainton 


Beautiful Skin 
in 5 Minutes! 

'Body Essentials 
Sc /Have 

tftcckLn 
'TZc.aiAtvi -Hint 

Use a long-handled natural fiber 
bristles brush. Brush entire body 
with tight, upward strokes. 

You’ll have open pores, increased 
circulation, and clean skin without 
removing natural oils. 


Body Essentials & More 

Brooklyn’s Best Source for Natural Bath & Body 

143 Fifth Ave in Park Slope i-i<\ o\ non OQflO 

(between St. John's & Lincoln Place) l * XO ) 


Find hidden treasure in Brooklyn at the MA? 

^ Park Sloped 
Flea Market 

PS 321 School Yard 
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HS hit thrice 



FOUR AIRBAGS. 
INTEGRATED ROLL BARS. 
AIR CONDITIONING. 

MAY YOU NEVER 
HAVE TO USE THEM. 



MINI OF MANHATTAN 

555 West 57 Street 
(at 11th Ave.) 

New York, NY 
212-586-MINI 
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This Summer, Meet MINI at MINI of Manhattan! 
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By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Thieves hit the same 
Boerum Hill high school 
three times in less than a 
month. 

Police Officer Ron Fagan, 
of the 84th Precinct, said the 
robberies have prompted cops 
to pay extra attention to the 
Brooklyn High School of the 
Arts, on Dean Street between 
Third and Fourth avenues. 
One patrol surprised a would- 
be robber on a ladder, but the 
man escaped, he said. 

“Everybody’s aware of it. 
They’ve got all their pins on 
the map,” Fagan said. 

A spokesman for the Depart- 
ment of Education referred 
questions about the crimes to 
the police department. School 
security is handled by the po- 
lice department, Education De- 
partment spokesman Keith 
Kalb said, adding that school 
safety officers do not usually 
patrol at night. 

Kalb said the principal at the 
High School of the Arts, 
Robert Finley, was on vacation 
and could not be reached to 
answer specific security ques- 
tions. Police officials did not 
respond to questions regarding 
their role in school security. 

On July 6, a janitor at the 
high school told police that 
when he was opening the build- 
ing, at 7:30 am, he noticed that 
a side window had been pushed 
open. He said a Dell computer, 
valued at $900, was missing. 

The robbers had tried to 
break into several other rooms, 
the janitor said, but this time 
they were unsuccessful. 


On June 27, a school em- 
ployee reported that bandits 
busted through a basement 
window in the back, and, using 
a ladder, entered the building 
during the night. The robbers 
busted into nine classrooms 
and made off with musical 
equipment. 

That robbery followed a 
June 17 burglary at the school, 
where thieves broke in through 
the cafeteria and made off with 
$3,000 in recording equipment. 
That robbery occurred during 
school hours. 


If the thought of your dentist’s drill sends you 
Into orbit, maybe it’s time for a change. We believe 
in making dentistry as painless as possible, with IV 
sedation, nitrous oxide and a gentle touch. 

Under IV sedation, you’re totally relaxed and you 
won’t feel a thing. It also enables us to do extensive 
work in a single visit, if you like the idea of “ouch- 
less” dentistry, call us at (718) 788-1001. 

We’ll bring you down to earth. 

BENJAMIN H. SOLOMOWITZ, D.M.D. 

General Dentistry 

407 Ninth Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 
(718) 788-1001 


ITS THE DEAL OF A LIFETIME. 

WITH A CASABLANCA 
LIFETIME MOTOR WARRANTY. 


(your ceiling here) 



WJAR EH CWlSt 

1073 39th St. (corner Ft. Hamilton Pkwy) 

( 718 ) 436-2207 
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Pet Health 

Questions? 

Ask Dr. Dendtler 

Providing Veterinary Care 

at 

Kiki’s Pet Spa and Boutique 

Dr. Pamella Dendtler 

Advanced Professional Training® 

The Animal Medical Center NYC 



•Vaccinations ’Microchip Implants 
•Skin Disorders 'Hill's Prescription Diets 
•Dental Care 'Surgery 
•House Calls ’Allergy Disorders 

239 Dekalb Ave. 

(Vanderbilt Ave. & Clermont St.) 

(718) 623-3999 

www.sixthaveanimalclinic.com 


Grand in jewels 
lifted from bank 


STIR UP SOME FUN 
THIS SUMMER! 


OVERSTOCK PET SUPPLY SALE! 


Wellness Dog & Cat Food 
Collars, Leashes & Harnesses 
Accessories, Gifts & More! 



LOVE 
THY PET 


OPEN: M-Sat 10-7; Sun 10-' 


***" 164 Union St. 

(between Henry & Hicks) 

(718) 596-2399 • HBIS* www.LoveThyPetNV.co 
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ALLEGRIA 

HAIR SALON 


335 Adams St., Lobby 
(next to Marriot) 
OPEN: Mon-Sat 


Hair Styling & Treatmc 
Manicures, Pedicures, 


718 - 875-5500 



By Lilo Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Thieves snatched a bag 
holding more than $1,000 
in jewelry from a woman 
inside a Montague Street 
bank on the afternoon of 
June 7, the woman told 
police. 

The Brooklyn Heights 
woman, 36, said the gift was 
grabbed around 2:20 pm when 
she set the bag down on a 
table while preparing her bank 
transaction. The victim told 
police that officials at the 
bank, near Clinton Street, re- 
fused to let her view the secu- 
rity tape without a police re- 
port or court order. 

She said the bag contained 
a pair of turquoise earrings 
valued at $250, gold and 
emerald earrings valued at 
$200, a silver necklace valued 
at $150, two gold necklaces 
and a pair of gold medallions 
with an image of the Virgin 
Mary, valued at $400 together, 
and three coral earrings valued 
at $100. 

DUMBO break-ins 

A clothing company at 55 
Washington St. was robbed of 
more than $3,000 in electronic 
equipment one weekend in 
late June. 

The 34-year-old business 
owner told police she left the 
office at 5 pm on June 24. 
When she returned at 9:30 am 
on June 27, she noticed the of- 
fice door had been jimmied 
and found plaster chunks on 
the floor. 

The woman said desk 
drawers had been opened and 
a Sony digital camera, worth 
$500, and an Apple G4 lap- 
top, valued at $2,769, was 
missing. 

The burglary was just one 
in a recent spate of robberies 
at the office building off Front 
St. But police from the 84th 
Precinct, who have had the of- 
fice under surveillance, be- 
lieve they may have caught a 
man responsible for some of 
those robberies. 

On June 28, police from the 
84th Precinct arrested a 43- 
year-old Fort Greene man, 


POLICE BLOTTER 


Police said they are work- 
ing to link him to the string of 
burglaries. 

The man was arraigned on 
July 7 and charged with crimi- 
nal trespassing, according to 
the district attorney’s office. 
He is due back in court on 
Aug. 1. 

Lawyer robbed 

A Brooklyn prosecutor hav- 
ing lunch at a Montague Street 
diner had her pocketbook — 
containing her badge — 
grabbed from the back of her 
chair on June 30. 

The 30-year-old victim told 
police she was dining with a 
friend at the restaurant, located 
between Hicks and Henry 
streets, around 1:15 pm. When 
she went to pay the bill, she 
noticed the bag was gone. 

The woman told police the 
purse contained an assistant 
district attorney’s badge, cell 
phone, various bank and credit 
cards, health care identifica- 
tion, her Social Security card, 
a membership card for the 
California Bar Association, pa- 
perwork from the Kings 
County District Attorney’s of- 
fice and $25 in cash. 

York St. mug 

A Manhattan woman was 
robbed at gunpoint the night of 
July 9 after leaving the York 
Street F-train subway station. 

The victim, 36, told police 
she was walking along York 
Street, near Jay Street, at 9:25 
pm, when she saw a man lin- 
gering at the comer of Bridge 
and Front streets. 

She told police the man fol- 
lowed her and, when she 
reached Hudson Avenue, dis- 
played a black handgun. 

“Give me your wallet,” he 
demanded. 

The woman said she turned 
over her purse, which con- 
tained her cell phone, three 
credit cards, a driver’s license, 
house keys, $30 in cash and a 


pair of Amtrak train tickets 
valued at $140. 

She described her attacker 
as a black man, about 5-foot-7 
and 160 pounds, dressed in a 
white shirt and hat. 

Servers snagged 

Robbers hit a DUMBO lab- 
oratory over the Independence 
Day weekend, making off 
with computer equipment and 
credit cards. 

A worker at the Jay Street 
business, near Front Street, 
told police the facility was 
closed from 8 pm on July 2 
until 1 1 am on July 5. 

When employees returned 
after the holiday break, they 
found a window was open and 
an Apple G3 computer tower, 
an external hard drive and two 
credit cards were gone. 

Daytime grab 

Thugs snatched a woman’s 
pocketbook the afternoon of 
July 6 as she walked down 
Fulton Street. 

The victim, 56, told police 
she was strolling eastbound, 
toward Nevins Street, at 4 pm. 
She said a pair of thieves 
shoved her to the ground from 
behind, grabbed her pocket- 
book and fled. 

She told police the purse 
contained $300 in cash, wel- 
fare and other benefit cards, 
and her debit card. She was 
unable to describe her attack- 

Fighting words 

An early-morning argument 
between two young men at 
Bond and Schermerhom 
streets grew violent when one 
pulled a knife. 

The 18-year-old victim, 
who was with a 20-year-old 
friend at the time of the fight, 
was treated at Brooklyn Hos- 
pital Center for slash wounds 
after the man with whom he 
was fighting pulled out a 
switchblade and cut him on 
the upper right arm. 

The incident took place 
around 1:30 am on July 9. 



Our 2-week, hands-on program for kids 7-12 teaches 
essential kitchen skills and techniques. Kids learn how 
to measure, mix, peel, grate, whip, slice and knead, 
as they prepare wholesome and delicious dishes from 
around the world. 

2005 SUMMER SCHEDULE 

Session I, July 19-28 

meets Tues. and Thurs., 3:45 - 5:15pm 

Session II, August 2-11 

meets Tues. and Thurs., 3:45 - 5:15pm 

COURSE FEE IS $150 PER SESSION 


To register, or for more info, call Jane (718) 797-0029. 
170 Hicks Street, Brooklyn Heights 



115 Court Street (near state St.) • 718.643.9582 
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Over? 


Start to Shed Those Extra Summer Pounds. 

Join Now and Get Pre-Opening Discounted Rates 
While Working Out at the Preview Center. 

This may be your last chance to take advantage of these low rates. Come in now while there 
is still time to show off your renewed summer shape, and be among the first members to 
this brand new club. Offer expires July 31 . 


FREE ^ Day Guest Pass 

Enjoy Full Membership to the Preview Center 
and see how much better you feel. 


5 consecutive day membership 

with no charge or obligation. (718)797-9464 
Offer expires July 31. 691 Fu l ton St ., Bklyn, NY 11217 

www.fortgreenesportsclub.com 
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691 Fulton St., Bklyn, NY 11217 
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liVlllw% announces . . . 

ALEX BUDAI 


Alex is formerly of 

• Femmina 

(Brooklyn Heights) 

• John Frieda 

(Manhattan) 

• Prive 

(Manhattan) 

IMAGE SALON & SPA 
163 Joralemon St. 

(off Clinton St.) 

718-222-5565 


joins the staff of IMAGE! 




Loose 
Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, 
le the “Advanced, Non-invasive 
Implant System" placed in less thai 
hours, then go out and enjoy yc 
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive df pastes. 

As demonstrated by Dr. Tony on ABC News 
and recently on Fox 5 News, this is a one-step, 
non-invasive procedure. No sutures, 
lor the typical months of healing or pain 
ir discomfort. Competitive prices... 

Call today for your FREE consultSroi 
and receive 15% OFF any new 
Dentures, Implants or MDI 
(Mini Dental Implant). ;. 

Must present this ad. Limited 

718-8DENTX5 

(718-833-6895) 

Oral Dental Care 

Home of the Mini-Implant System 
461 77 th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
*We accept Medicaid and most Insurance plans* 



BANKRUPTCY $199 
DIVORCE $249 

CREDIT REPAIR $299 


Corporations • Mailbox Rentals • Wills 

DOCUMENTS DIRECT 

Not a law Firm 


718 - 773-3334 


1793 Fulton St. 

Mon-Fri: 10am-6:30pm, Sat: 10am-2pm • 


Purse-snatchers are 
targeting Macy’s john 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Three women had their 
purses snatched from bath- 
room stalls at the Macy’s de- 
partment store on Fulton Mall 
recently, with two victims hit 
within hours of each other on 
My 8. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Manhattan-based department 
store chain, Elina Kazen, said 
the company has been made 
aware of robberies at the Fulton 
Mall location. 

“Our store is monitored by 
security personnel, both uni- 
formed and plainclothes, to en- 
sure customer and sales associ- 
ate safety, as well as safeguard 
personal belongings. We are 
working with local authorities 
in their efforts to prevent future 
occurrences at our Downtown 
Brooklyn store,” Kazen said in 
a written statement. 

A 49-year-old woman told 
police that when she used the 
department store’s bathroom at 


3: 15 pm on July 8, she hung her 
pocketbook on the hook inside 
the stall door. As she was leav- 
ing, she realized the purse was 
gone. 

Less than an hour later, transit 


police found her wallet on the A 
train; her pocketbook was soon 
recovered on Jay Street. The vic- 
tim said the only items missing 
were a cell phone, house keys 


used to charge $10 worth of 

At 6 pm that day, a 54-year- 
old victim suffered a similar 
fate. The woman told police 
that her purse was also snatched 
from the back of the door as she 
used the bathroom. 

But this victim was not lucky 
enough to get her belongings 
back. She told police she lost 
multiple credit cards, her debit 


insurance cards, a driver’s li- 
cense, her cell phone, house 
keys and eyeglasses. 

The bathroom bandits have 
been active on other days, too. 

On June 28, a 71 -year-old 
woman told police her bag was 
grabbed from the third-floor 
restroom around noon. As with 
the later robberies, the purse 
was hanging on the back of the 
stall door. 

The victim told police her 
purse contained $127, credit 
and debit cards, her non-driver 
identification card, a Metro- 
Card, keys and an umbrella. 


and a credit card that had been 

NYl's 'Road' leads 
to Brooklyn Heights 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Cable news channel NY1 brings its “The Road To City Hall” 
show to St. Francis College in Brooklyn Heights on Wednesday, 
July 20. The special two-hour program will broadcast live from 
the college on Remsen Street from 7 pm to 9 pm. 

Special guests will include Deputy Mayor Dennis Walcott, 
Deputy Schools Chancellor Carmen Farina, Brooklyn District 
Attorney Charles Hynes, City Councilwoman Letitia James and 
Mafruza Khan of the Pratt Institute Center for Community and 
Environmental Development. 

Topics will include education, crime, and the Atlantic Rail 
Yards project. To reserve free tickets for the event, call (718) 489- 
5272. 




ItaCian Restaurant dt 
(Bric^Oven <Pizza 


232-^ander6ift Jive. (<Bet <DefylB e£ MHSoughBy) 

4 Lunch MghtCy Specials 
4 (Desserts Coffee 
4 , Wood (Burning Pizza 
■m. 5 RpofTop Dining 

-1 'Private ‘Parties JLvaiOi&fe 10-100 ‘Persons 
4 - Peer oZ Wine 

( 7 18 )- 7 89-5663 



Heights Orthodontist 

Dr. Ted Rothstein 

Invest in yourself a winning smile is a 
priceless asset 

Brooklyn’s #1 invisalign® SPECIALIST 
FOR ADULTS AND ADOLESCENTS 

Complimentary consultation 

• Insurance welcome 

• 7:00am to 7:30pm 

852-1551 35 Remsen St. 





£hu£ia’«S:r'i;: 

435 Court St. (bet. 3rd & 4 ™ place) 718-624-7587 

Open Tuesday to Sunday until 7pm • 


7^- 


DISCONTINUED COLORS 
Latex Flat & Semi-Gloss: 

2 for $5.00 

CENTURY 

Paint & Hardware 

47 Pearl Street 71 8-855-1 223 

Open Mon. to Sat. • • Delivery to all areas! 


SATNICK 

W service all mechanical & quartz watches 
& repair all jewelry on premises 

HARTLEY F. SATNICK 

The Only Certified 
Master Watchmaker 

in all 5 boroughs of New York City 
serving the community for over 44 years 

196 Joralemon St. (off courts) 

(718) 852-1421 • Fax (7 18)852-9697 • FHW 
HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 1 1 :00am - 5:00pm 


Manicure 

and 

Pedicure SUMMER COMBO 


19.95 


139 Montague Street • 718.858.5592 

www.latraviatatogo.com • Delivery in Brooklyn Heights only 


^ — The David Berg Lecture Series Presents — 

The Kabbalah of the 
10 Commandments 


Monday 
Nights 
with Rabbi 
Aaron L. 
Raskin 

All Classes are 
FREE and 
are held on 
Mondays, 8-9pm 

No Knowedge 
of Hebrew is 
Required 


#3: Do Not Use My Name In Vain 


#4: Remember the Sabbath 


#6: Do Not Murder 
Aug. 29th 

#7: Do Not Commit Adultery 

Sept. 5th 
#8: Do Not Steal 


p^ y Congregation B'nai Avraham 

1 1 7 Remsen Street - Brooklyn, NY 1 1 201 
(71 8) 596-4840 Ext.1 8 


www.bnaiavraham.c 
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Cops nab ‘D’ flasher 


POLICE BLOTTER 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A flasher on the D train 
was nabbed by two off- 
duty police officers on 
their way to work the 
morning of June 30. 

The suspect, 34, was arrested 
after he allegedly exposed him- 
self at 6:10 am, as the south- 
bound train rolled into the Pacif- 
ic Street station. Police Officers 
Maquina Lawrence and Hazel 
Wike-Gray say they were head- 
ing to the police investigative 
unit in Sunset Park when they 
witnessed the man expose him- 
self and arrested him. 

The flasher, who first told 
police he was from Long Is- 
land, but provided a Brooklyn 
address to the district attorney’s 
office, was charged with public 
lewdness and faced a $500 bail. 

Indigestion 

A wallet belonging to a 30- 
year-old Staten Island woman 
was stolen from her pocket- 
book in a diner on Prospect 
Park West, she told police. 

The woman said that on 
July 5, at 5:55 pm, thieves 
snagged her pink purse, con- 
taining $500 and credit cards, 
from her black bag as she 
dined at the restaurant, located 
between 14th and 15th streets. 

Police arrested a 15 -year- 
old boy for the robbery and 
recovered the pink purse, 
$271 in cash and all but one 
credit card. Two other sus- 
pects escaped. 

Airbag grab 

Thieves snatched the air- 
bags from three late-model 
Hondas in Park Slope, with 
two hits occurring on the 
same Berkeley Place block. 

A man and a 40-year-old 
woman told police they 
parked a 2001 Honda four- 
door sedan on Berkeley Place 
between Seventh and Eighth 
avenues, the block where they 
live, at 4:30 pm July 7, and re- 
turned at 9:30 am July 8 to 
find the passenger-side win- 
dow broken and two airbags 

Burglars also ripped the 
airbags from a 2005 Honda 
Pilot parked on the same 
block. The 40-year-old man 
who owns the vehicle, who 
lives on Eighth Avenue, told 
police he parked the car at 4 
pm July 7, and returned at 
11:30 am July 10 to find a 


window smashed and the 
pricey safety devices gone. 

A 29-year-old Scarsdale 
woman told police she left her 
2002 Honda Civic on Second 
Street at Eighth Avenue, at 
8:30 pm on July 7. When she 
returned the next day, at 8:25 
am, the rear driver’s-side win- 
dow was shattered and the 
airbags were gone. 

Purse poached 

A Park Place resident had 
her purse snatched moments 
after she unlocked her door 
the night of July 7. 

The 64-year-old woman, 
who wouldn’t allow police to 
investigate further, told officers 
she returned at 10:30 pm and 
set her bag down inside the en- 
tranceway of her home, be- 
tween Fifth and Sixth avenues. 
She didn’t close the door and, 
when she returned moments 
later, the bag was gone. 

Knifepoint rob 

A Fifth Avenue deli clerk 
was threatened with a knife 
and robbed at midnight on 
June 27. 

A worker at the grocery, near 
26th Street, told police that a 
man came into the shop with 
his hand in his waistband dis- 
playing a knife. The robber 
went behind the counter and 


tried to open the register on his 
own. Fearing for his safety, the 
clerk told police, he gave the 
man $150. The robber fled on 
bicycle down Fifth Avenue. 

Rung up 

Thieves snatched the cash 
register from a Ninth Street 
restaurant after threatening a 
worker with a possible gun in 
the pre-dawn darkness. 

The 19-year-old employee 
told police he emerged from 
the cellar of the restaurant, lo- 
cated at Eighth Avenue, at 
3:30 am on July 7, when two 
robbers followed him back in- 
side. One thrust a metal object 
— which he believed was a 
gun — behind his ear and 
forced him to the floor. The 
second robber yanked the reg- 
ister from the counter. While 
the machine itself was valued 
at $400, at the time it only 
contained $10 in coins. 

The pair then fled on foot to- 
ward Prospect Park West. A 
woman walking through 
Prospect Park several hours lat- 
er, at 7:40 am, on her way to 
work, found a smashed cash 
register near a picnic table. 

The restaurant employee, 
who was not injured, told po- 
lice the robbers were both 
wearing tan stocking caps to 
conceal their faces. 


Federal offense 

A postal worker was or- 
dered to keep delivering pack- 
ages after he was robbed at 
knifepoint on June 25. 

The uniformed mail carrier 
told police he was robbed at 
1 1 :45 am as he left his vehicle 
to deliver a package at 64th 
Street near Fourth Avenue, 
just around the comer from 
the precinct stationhouse. The 
postal employee said a young 
man, between 16 and 18 years 
old, brandished a knife and 
demanded the package. 

When the postal worker re- 
ported the robbery to his su- 
pervisor, he was told to con- 
tinue his delivery route, 
according to police. 

Shot in window 

A 33-year-old woman was 
shot in her upper left thigh 
July 4 while gazing out the 
window of an apartment on 
51st Street. 

The woman, whose build- 
ing is near Fifth Avenue, told 
police she heard a “pop” out- 
side around 6:30 pm and 
looked out a front window. 
When she looked down, she 
noticed blood pouring from 
her leg and called 911. 

Police canvassed the 
rooftop and the area but found 
nothing. The victim was treat- 
ed for the gunshot wound — 
the bullet had gone through 
her leg — and released from 
Lutheran Medical Center. 


Cyclist mows down 
72-year-old woman 


The Brooklyn Papers 

An elderly woman was struck and critically 
injured on July 3 by a speeding motorcyclist 
who police said was drunk. 

Ivan Rodriguez, 36, of 44th Street, was ar- 
raigned July 8 on a bevy of charges including two 
counts of vehicular assault, assault, operating a 
motor vehicle under the influence of alcohol, reck- 
less driving and driving without a license. 

Witnesses told police Rodriguez borrowed a 
friend’s 1996 Kawasaki without permission and, 
at 8:45 pm, while speeding westbound on 47th 
Street, between Fourth and Fifth avenues, ran the 
woman down. 

The 72-year-old victim, who lives on 47th 


Street, was taken to Lutheran Medical Center with 
serious head trauma. Police sources said she was 
not expected to survive and, at press time, Luther- 
an Medical Center no longer had her listed as a 
patient, but could not confirm her status. 

Rodriguez was also transported to Lutheran 
Medical Center for the scraped knees he suffered 
in the accident. He refused to supply blood for an 
alcohol test, but a breath analyzer later revealed 
his blood alcohol level to be .097, say police. The 
legal limit in New York State is .08. 

The district attorney’s office said Rodriguez was 
arraigned on July 8 and bail was set at $5,000. His 
attorney, Michael Letwin, was on vacation and 
could not be reached for comment. — Stainton 



All Senior Living 
Is Not Created Equal 


At Sunrise Senior Living our vision is 
to champion quality of life for all seniors. 
Our homelike living environments are 
beautiful beyond compare. Cozy commu- 
nity areas, like the Bistro, invite residents 
to share lively chats with friends. . .maybe 
even with Sinatra playing on the juke- 
box. Group outings are scheduled every 
day, but relaxing quietly with a favorite 
novel before a bright, sunny window is 
always an option. 


Since no two seniors are alike, we offer 
a variety of lifestyle options, personalized 
amenities and services. Here residents 
enjoy supportive health care by a 
licensed home care service agency. 

Visit or call Sunrise Senior Living to see 
what unique things we do that make 
each of our communities a place seniors 
can call home. 


Please join us for an Open House at both of our communities! 
Saturday, July 16 and Sunday, July 17 from 12:00pm-3:00pm 
Refreshments served 

Sunrise vm 

Senior Living lei 

Lrihiun 

£=) 

QUAL HOUSIN 
IPPORTUNIT 


Sunrise at Mill Basin 71 8-444-2600 

Sunrise at Sheepshead Bay 71 8-61 6-1 850 

5905 Strickland Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11234 
221 1 Emmons Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11235 

wivw . sunriseseniorliving, com 



Over? 


Start to Shed Those Extra Summer Pounds 
for Only $49. Plus Get Your First Month FREE! 

If backyard barbeques and summer outings have expanded your waistline, it’s time to get back on track. 
Come in now while there is still time to show off your renewed summer shape. Offer expires July 31. 


FREE ^ Day Guest Pass 

Enjoy Full Membership Privileges to 
our club and see how much better you feel. 


5 consecutive day memvership 

with no charge or obligation. (718)783-5152 

Offer expires July 31. 330 Flatbush Ave., Bklyn, NY 11238 

www.parkslopesportsclub.com 



Park Slope 


(718)783-5152 

330 Flatbush Ave., Bklyn, NY 11238 
www.parkslopesportsclub.com 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


The Brooklyn Papers • www.BrooklynPapers.com 


July 16, 2005 



TAaUfiAiA A.P.I. 

Minion Style 9unnitoi 

"San Fnanciico Style Cal-Mex" 

709 Fifth Avenue 

(corner of 22nd St) 

‘ (718) 499-2969 



FREE DELIVERY 

BY CAR Tacoman.S5.com 

Ask for Daily Specials! 
Sunday-Thursday: 11am - 11pm 
Friday & Saturday: 11am - 12 midnight 
Saturday & Sunday Brunch: 11am - 4pm 



MCS 

' Specialized 
Private Fitness 

mcsspfitness@aol.com 

• Looking to improve your health? 

• Lose Weight? Tone muscle? 

• We can help you attain your fitness goals! 


ONE-on-ONE 

without the crowd! 


GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE! 


409A - 16 th St. (718) 768-8986 





Jeff C. 

Strachan, DDS 

One Hanson Pi. Ste. 2003 
Brooklyn, NY 11 243 

(718) 783-0504 

Office 

(917) 753-3314 

Emergency and Evening 

Jeff.strachan@verizon.net 

Hours: Mon, Tues, Wed und Fri: 8om to 6pm 
• CareCredit financing avail. 
Watch for Grand Opening of new office 
ot 1 89 Montague Street, Suite 800A 


Prosthetically Driven 
Implant Dental Practice 
with Periodontics 
as its Core 

• Implants Surgically Placed and Restored 

• Periodontics - Treatment of Gum Disease 
- Surgical and Non-Surgical Therapy 

• Endodontics - Using rotary instrumenta- 
tion for faster more thorough cleaning 
with less post operative discomfort 

• Digital X-Rays - 90% Less Radation 

• Extractions - Simple and Complex 

• Aesthetic Dentistry - Porcelain 
Laminates, White Fillings, Bleaching, 
Metal Free Crowns 

• Restorative Dentistry A-Z 

• Full Service Comprehensive Dental 
Practice 


Do You Work in 
Downtown Brooklyn? 

Consider Kiddie Korner 

Jewish Preschool 
for children aged 6 mos - 5 yrs 
Full Time • Part Time • Extended Day 8-6 
117 Remsen Street (betw. Clinton & Henry Sts) 

Call for a tour today: 718 596-4840 


We Want To Be 
Your Car Care Guys 

To help meet the demands for quality auto repairs in the Park Slope area 
Procare Auto Repair & Superior Auto Electric have merged. Were your 
neighborhood shop for your auto electrical & maintenance needs. We’ve 
served the community for over 20 years and have assisted many of the areas 
dealerships and mechanics with their electrical and computer system prob- 
lems. We are always available to discuss your automotive issues and provide 
solutions. Call us anytime. 

WE GUARANTEE our repair work nationwide! 

12 mos/12,000 miles - parts & labor. 

NYS Inspections, Wheel Alignments, Computer Diagnosis, Vandalism & Air Bags 

Superior Care 
Auto Center 

Electric, Diagnostic, Maintenance 

120 19th Street, at 3rd Avenue 

(718) 768-0622 / (718) 965-2780 

PARTS 4' PLUS “© • Open Mon-Fri 7:30am-6pm 


Don’t put off needed repairs - NO MONEY DOWN! 90 days same as 
cash on repairs over $150. Free roadside assistance for qualified applicants. 


The Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations will conduct an 
unannounced accreditation survey at the Ambulatory Surgery Center of Brooklyn within 
the next 45 days. 

The purpose of the survey will be to evaluate the organization’s compliance with 
nationally established Joint Commission standards. The survey results will be used to 
determine whether, and the conditions under which, accreditation should be awarded the 
organization. 

Joint Commission standards deal with organization quality, safety of care issues, and the 
safety of the environment in which the care in provided. Anyone believing that he or she 
has pertinent and valid information about such matters may request a public information 
interview with the Joint Commission field representative at the time of the survey. 
Information presented at the interview will be carefully evaluated for relevance to the 
accreditation process. Requests for a public information interview must be made in 
writing and should be sent to the Joint Commission no later than five working days before 
the survey begins. The request should be addressed to 

Division of Accreditation Operations 
Office of Quality Monitoring 

Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations 
One Renaissance Boulevard 
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181 

Faxed to (630) 792-5636 
Or 

E-mailed to complaint@icaho.org 

The Joint Commissions Office of Quality Monitoring will acknowledge in writing or by 
telephone requests received 10 days before the survey begins. An Account Representative 
will contact the individual requesting the pubic information interview prior to survey, 
indicating the location, date, and time of the interview and the name of the surveyor who 
will conduct the interview. 

The notice is posted in accordance with the Joint Commission’s requirements and may 
not be removed before the survey is complete. 

Date Posted: June 30, 2005. 



THE AREA'S LARGEST FITNESS FACILITY 
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PARK SLOPE 

191 15IH SI. BROOKLYN 
T:71 8.965.6200 
OPEN 24HRS 


BAY RIDGE 

9215 4IH AVE. BROOKLYN 
T:718.238.9400 
OPEN 24HRS 


COME IN "TODAY" 

STAY FIT FOR LIFE 



www. harbor 
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Competition at Atlantic Yards... 


Continued from page 1 

Using the yards 

Unlike the Ratner plan, 
Barnett’s plan does not require 
relocation of the rail yards. 

But Barnett would expect 
to get the $200 million in city 
and state infrastructure that 
has been offered to Forest 
City Ratner by the mayor and 
governor since a platform 
would still need to be built 
over the rail yards. 

“Certain parts of the site 
will need the platform,” Bar- 
nett told The Brooklyn Papers 
this week. “We’re not asking 
the MTA to fund any of those 
infrastructure improvements. 
Our understanding is the city 
and the state both have appro- 
priated money for that; our 
understanding is that it is not 
exclusive to any one develop- 

“Other than that we don’t 
anticipate any other subsidies 
than the incentives for the in- 
clusion for affordable hous- 
ing,” he said. 

But while Barnett offered 
his bid at the same time as 
Forest City Ratner, Ratner has 
nearly two years of prep work 
behind him. 

For starters, he already 
owns a substantial swath of 
property in the area. And Rat- 
ner enjoys the wholehearted 
support of both Gov. George 
Pataki, who staffs most of the 
MTA board, and Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg. 

Even the MTA request for 


proposals seemed tailor-made 
to Ratner, stating that the 
“City of New York’s designat- 
ed Atlantic Terminal Urban 
Renewal Area developer has 
proposed a high density 
mixed-use project for the site 
and surrounding parcels in- 
cluding an arena.” 

Arena allies 

Only a day after Extell’s 
bid was announced, it was as- 
sailed by Borough President 
Marty Markowitz, whose 
dream of bringing an NBA 
team to Brooklyn — to restore 
some of the local sports glory 
taken away by the Brooklyn 
Dodgers’ when the baseball 
team fled for Los Angeles af- 
ter the 1957 season — has 
been acknowledged as a cata- 
lyst for the creation of Rat- 

He has been a cheerleader 
for Ratner’s plan since it was 
announced in late 2003. 

“The Extell proposal may 
benefit the small number of 
people who are opposed to the 
Ratner plan, but it certainly 
doesn’t benefit most Brook- 
lynites,” complained Marko- 
witz in a prepared statement. 

“Where’s the affordable 
housing? Where’s the job out- 
reach for the community?” he 

“I’ve always said that com- 
peting proposals are welcome 
for the rail yards site and it is 
certainly a healthy thing that 
another bid has been put 
forth,” the statement contin- 


^TRAVEL/ 

VACATIONS 

To advertise call (718) 834-9350 

CRYSTAL BROOK 

In Lee, Massachusetts 

RESORT 

- Mountain Brauhaus 

“ Recommended by Frommer's Travel Guide” 

A Quintessential 
New England Town 

Guests are pampered with attentive 
tranquilty" in front of a roaring fire or 

1 - 800-999 7376 

Applegate Bed and Breakfast 

( 800 ) 691-9012 

P.0. Box 189 Round Top, NY 12473-0018 

wwivApplegatelnn. com 


ued. “I expect the MTA to 
make the best possible com- 
prehensive deal for the state, 
New York City, Brooklyn and 
public transit. That deal 
should produce significant tax 
revenue, jobs and housing. It 
should also include an arena. 

“Extell’s proposal appears 
to provide minimal affordable 
housing,” he said. 

“It does not include an are- 
na and lacks the significant 
job training and job creation 
of [Forest City Ratner’s] 
bid.” 

Barnett called Markowitz’s 
nay saying unfounded. 

“I’m not sure why he thinks 
it’s not beneficial to greater 
Brooklyn,” he said. “What is 
the matter with a moderate 
and substantial project that re- 


pairs and modifies two neigh- 
bors? 

“So his thinking is that if 
there was an arena, he would 
support our project?” Barnett 
wondered, and pointed out 
that a project should be based 
on what it brings into a com- 
munity as a whole. 

Barnett added that his proj- 
ect would include a school 
near where the arena is 
planned under Ratner’s plan, 
an idea that he said was well 
received. 

“I think [our plan] does 
have community support. It 
seems to me our project has 
merit and it is a good develop- 
ment; the only thing it seems 
is missing is an arena for 
Brooklyn. 

“We’re certainly not advo- 


cating whether there should 
be an arena or shouldn’t be 
an arena, and I’d love to have 
the support of the borough 
president,” Barnett said, 
adding that an arena was not 
out of the question under his 

“I think perhaps a solution 
could be found if everybody 
wants to have an arena,” he 

All aboard 

Asked for the dollar-value 
of his bid, Barnett said he 
would not disclose the amount 
of respect to the MTA, but 
said he would like to see the 
agency put the information 

“We would be very content 
if the MTA were to release all 


ATLANTIC TERROR... 


Continued from page 1 
five thwarting by police and 
detectives of the 84th Precinct 
of the terrorist plan to pipe- 
bomb the Atlantic Terminal. 

“Built-in design flaws” of 
the Ratner buildings — de- 
signed by noted architect 
Frank Gehry — include “a 
perimeter of high-rise towers 
surrounding an open central 
green area with only five 
street entrances to the entire 
24-acre complex,” according 
to the report, which was 
based on recent overhead ren- 
derings released by Forest 
City Ratner, the developer’s 
company. It also cites under- 
ground parking in the plan as 
an attraction to terrorist bomb 
plotters. 

The concerns about lack of 
building setbacks in the re- 
port find that buildings abut- 
ting sidewalks in such close 
proximity serves in “maxi- 
mizing the blast effects of 
any car or truck bomb pass- 
ing by,” stating the result 
could be “widespread physi- 
cal destruction and loss of 
life.” 

Officials with Forest City 
Ratner, including Executive 
Vice President Bruce Bender, 
have said the current designs 
for a 19,000-seat arena direct- 
ly over the largest transporta- 
tion hub in Brooklyn, the At- 


lantic Terminal — which 
services 11 subway routes, is 
in close proximity to three 
other lines and connects to 
the commuter Long Island 
Rail Road — came as the re- 
sult of amending earlier con- 
ceptions the company had of 
building an elevated arena 
that would arch over property 
already owned by Forest City 
Ratner to create a gateway 
between their existing At- 
lantic Center mall, Atlantic 
Terminal mall and fallow 
land on the other side of At- 
lantic Avenue. 

Bender explained they 
were deterred from that de- 
sign after an expert showed 
them how a truck bomb 
could blow up the entire 
structure if it drove under- 
neath the overhead platform. 

Forest City Ratner’s spokes- 
man declined to comment for 
this article. 

The report was solicited by 
members of the local commu- 
nity and Develop-Don’t De- 
stroy Brooklyn (DDDB), a 
neighborhood group formed 
in opposition to Ratner’s plan 
to build a professional basket- 
ball arena and 17 high-rises, 
some of them skyscrapers, on 
a swath of Prospect Heights 
that emanates from the inter- 
section of Atlantic and Flat- 
bush avenues. 


The community members 
commissioned Christina Cope, 
an environmental policy ana- 
lyst for the Department of De- 
fense, and Alan Rosner, a 
Prospect Heights resident, 
who is a retired strategic and 
business analyst for Metro- 
North. Rosner is also a mem- 
ber of DDDB. 

Considering a series of like- 
ly and admittedly not-so-like- 
ly scenarios, the eight-page re- 
port outlines issues raised by 
the arena’s proximity to the 
major transportation hub; 
“critical land transportation 
routes” of the three major 
cross-borough roadways of 
Fourth, Flatbush and Atlantic 
avenues; intention to have 
large-scale events there; and 
lack of set-backs of buildings 
from the streets. 
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information about the various 
bids,” he said. 

Ratner’s executives agreed. 
“We will share information 
about the bid once it is pre- 
sented to the board,” said Joe 
DePlasco, a spokesman for 
Forest City Ratner, who tout- 
ed the community benefits 
agreement as representing “a 
broad coalition of community 
representatives.” 

Still, anti-Ratner-plan com- 
munity organizations turned 
out July 7 on the steps of City 
Hall, along with Council- 
woman Letitia James, state 
Sen. Velmanette Montgomery 
and Congressman Major 
Owens to offer their support, 
unsolicited, to the Extell bid. 

“We, the people, say these 
are our streets,” said James. 
“We, the people, say this is 
our community. A plan that re- 
spects us is a plan that doesn’t 
involve eminent domain.” 

The MTA board could 
make a decision as soon as its 
July 27 monthly meeting, but 
does not have a deadline. 


Brooklyn Doc House 

1 J daycare 8 boarding 

A /i 718 222-4900 

^ 7 am-i 0 pm weekdays, 9 atn-i 0 pm weekends 




7 am-i 0 pm weekdays, 9 am-i 0 pm weekends 

• 2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 

• web cams - watch your dogplay 

• curbside pick up and drop off 

• air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

• individual attention 

• multi-pet fi long-term boarding discounts 

] 2 ] DOUglaSS (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


Free bankruptcy 
consultation 


Richard A. Klass, Esq 


Bankruptcy 
protection gives 
you easy, quick and 
simple debt relief. 
If you need a new start, 
call Richard Klass today. 

(718) COURT-ST 

- — (718)268-7878 

I Richard A. Klass. Esq. 
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— Veins of all sizes treated 
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Brooklyn Vein-Laser Center 

263 7th Avenue, Suite 5E • (718) 499-7755 
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NEW YORK 
HAS A BUZZ 
ALL ITS OWN. 

IT’S THE SOUND OF 

5 MILLION 

AIR CONDITIONERS. 

When it’s hot and muggy, nothing comes 
between New Yorkers and their air 
conditioners. So be smart about your 
energy use. Before you leave home, turn off 
your air conditioner. Install an A/C timer on 
your unit and always keep the filter clean. 
Because in the summer, few things are 
more refreshing than a lower energy bill. 
For more energy-saving tips, call our 
EnergyLine at 1 - 800 - 609-4488 or visit 
www.conEd.com/customercentral. 

THE POWER BEHIND EVERYTHING YOU DO 
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GLORY DAYS 

Borough author Maury Allen 
chronicles Dodgers # 55 season 


By Ed Shakespeare 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

A half-century has 
passed since the Brooklyn 
Dodgers defeated the New 
York Yankees for their 
first and only World Series 
title, and the number of 
books written about the 
Dodgers during that time 
can fill a library. 

But fans of Dem Bums con- 
tend that there can never be 
enough written about their 
Brooklyn heroes. 

Maury Allen’s new book, 
“Brooklyn Remembered — 
The 1955 Days of the Dodgers” 
proves this premise correct in a 
loving and insightful tribute to a 
team, place and era. 

Allen, a Brooklyn-born 
sportswriter who worked for 
the New York Post and Sports 
Illustrated and has written 30 
books, recently spoke in an in- 
terview at a book signing at the 
Barnes and Noble on Court 
Street in Brooklyn Heights. 

“My background is a classic 
Brooklyn,” said Allen. “My fa- 
ther was a coffee salesman, and 
we lived in Bensonhurst. When 
World War II came along, we 
moved to Flatbush, and I was 8 
or 9 years old at the time, and 
that’s when I really became a 
fanatic Brooklyn fan.” 

War was raging around the 
world, yet the domestic scene 
was safe, and a young boy 
could travel at will and go to a 
major league game that didn’t 
cost a fortune. 

“It was easy to go on the 
Brighton [BMT subway] Line 
from where I lived to Prospect 
Park, which was near Ebbets 
Field,” recalled Allen. 

“We would go to at least 30 
or 40 games a year. We would 
pack two sandwiches, and the 
bleacher seats were 55 cents.” 

For a young fan in those days, 
getting autographs from players 
didn’t mean waiting in line for a 
signature and a grunt after paying 
big bucks at an indoor card show. 
Instead, kids stood in the sun at 
Ebbets Field and talked to the 
players, who signed for free. 

“We’d get to the game about 
four hours early because the big 
attraction in those days was bat- 



Maury Allen, who's book, "Brooklyn Remembered," de- 
tails the 1955 World Series victory by the Brooklyn 
Dodgers, read and signed copies at the Brooklyn Heights 
Barnes and Noble store on Court Street. He will sign 
books next Friday, July 22, at Keyspan Park. 


ting practice,” said the author. 

“The players in Ebbets Field 
always came over to the screen 
and talked to the fans, and I’d 
talk to Pee Wee Reese, Jackie 
Robinson and Carl Furillo.” 

Not only could fans of all 
ages talk to the Dodgers at the 
ballpark, but away from the field 
was a culture far different from 
that of today, when some multi- 
millionaire ballplayers travel 
with an entourage and five 
among other multi-millionaires. 
The Dodgers, who made merely 
average to very good salaries, 
lived in Brooklyn, in the same 
neighborhoods as their fans, 
sometimes in the upstairs of the 
same house as the fans below. 

“The Dodgers were really a 
significant part of the commu- 
nity and that, for me, carried the 
most significance about the 
Brooklyn Dodgers,” said Allen. 

“The players and their families 
lived in Brooklyn neighborhoods, 
their wives were known in the lo- 
cal stores and the players would 


caipool to the games. A lot of the 
players stayed here during the 
winter time, and Gil Hodges mar- 
ried a local Brooklyn girl, Joan 
Lombardi, and Gil moved per- 
manendy to Brooklyn.” 

The 1955 Dodgers weren’t 
like today’s Yankees, who seem 
to be an all-star team with play- 
ers turning over rapidly. The 
1955 Dodgers were a veteran 


team whose core players had 
been together since 1948. They 
didn’t just wear Brooklyn on 
their jerseys; they were a part of 
the borough. 

“All of the players who sur- 
vive still have a tremendous 
emotional connection to Brook- 
lyn,” said Allen. 

In “Brooklyn Remembered,” 
Allen interviews all 11 players 
remaining from the 1955 team: 
Duke Snider, Don Zimmer and 
George Shuba, plus pitchers 
Johnny Podres, Clem Labine, 
Roger Craig, Don Newcombe, 
Carl Erskine, Ed Roebuck, Bil- 
ly Loes and Sandy Koufax. 

Allen also talks with family 
members of Jackie Robinson 
| and Pee Wee Reese, and the au- 
® thor includes a section on Joe 
s Pignatano, of Bay Ridge, who 
| j was with the Dodgers in spring 
S. training in 1955 and who made 
| the big club in 1957 in time to 
I catch the last innings of the fi- 
I nal game at Ebbets Field. 

£ “Brooklyn Remembered” 
takes readers on an informal 
and entertaining journey back 
in time. We find out that Brook- 
lyn native Sandy Koufax, one 
of the best pitchers of all-time, 
wasn’t entirely happy with the 
1955 season. 

“I felt I could have pitched 
more,” the Hall of Fame left- 
hander, then a young pitcher not- 
ed for his lack of pitching con- 
trol, tells Allen 50 years later. 

In view of all of the upcom- 
ing events celebrating the 50th 
anniversary of the 1955 
Dodgers, Allen’s insightful 
“Brooklyn Remembered” is a 
must-read for all fans of Brook- 
lyn baseball. 


WAL-MART... 


Continued from page 1 
store building. 

“In the California area we’re 
now doing Spanish-style — 
we’re trying to modify the ar- 
chitecture so the site reflects the 
other scenes around it.” 

Would a Brooklynized Wal- 
Mart be in the shell of a couple 
of brownstones? “Yeah, to the 
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HOW TO CHOOSE A 
HOLISTIC DENTIST! 


"Dr. Winick's methods s 


-Carol M or New York City 

Let Us Help You Restore Your Dental and Overall Health 

6 Reasons To Call Our Office Today! 

1. Feel at ease with our painless injection techniques 

2. Benefit from our understanding of many detoxification protocols 

3. Chemically sensitive patients are comfortable in our environmentally 
sensitive surroundings 

4. We offer nutritional guidance to enhance your dental health 

5. Get less radiation exposure with our digital x-ray system 

6. Frustrated with the idea of periodontal surgery and tooth extraction? 

We save most teeth with our specialized programs 

Call today for a FREE report on 
"How to Choose a Holistic Dentist!" 

You MUST read this report so you have the inside information that can make 
all the difference in the world! Call toll free 24 hours at 1-800-482-0565 

The Integrative Dental Practice of New York, PLLC 

Reid Winick, D.D.S. Dara Kessler, D.M.D Linda Golden, D.D.S. 

405 Lexington Avenue (@42nd) 69th Floor 

New York City 212-973-9425 www.reidds.com 


Air Purification II Feng Shui II Nutritionist 


ASTHMA/ALLERGIES? 

Needed: People who desire relief to 
try a compact state-of-the-art home 
air purification system No cost or 
obligation. FREE Gift for partici- 
pants. HEALTHY INDOOR LIV- 
ING TECHNOLOGIES. 

(718) 429-4238 R32 


• Stress Relief • 

Bayridge 

( 718 ) 748 - 2250 /( 718 ) 492 - 
6620 

Call for appointment W3 , 


Jin Shin Jyutsu ® 

in Park Slope 

Balance Energy • Reduce Stress 
Promote Optimal Health 

Mia Wolff, Certified Practitioner 

(212) 226-3140 

churchstreetstudio.com W25 


Certified 

Feng Shui Consultant 
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Call Martina: (646) 338-1767 or 
martina@fengshuilightwork.com 


Feldenkrais Method® 

Move Better = Feel Better 
Classes Tuesdays at 7:30PM 
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(718) 633-5296 


Massage Therapy 


NYS Licensed 
Massage Specialist 
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(718) 855-1115 
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Decrease Cravings • Lose Weight 

Achieve your health goals with 
your own holistic nutrition plan 


GET READY FOR 
SWIM SUIT SEASON! 

Lose your weight with HERBALIFE. 
Call Lillian for a free 
body composition study. 

(718) 621-6818 C34 


FREE YOGA Fundamentals 
First Wednesday of the Month 
6:30-7:30pm 


extent we could find the space, 
yeah, I think that could work,” 
Masten agreed. 

Rumors circulated last De- 
cember, just after Wal-Mart an- 
nounced plans to open in Rego 
Park, that the company was 
also eyeing a spot on Flatbush 
Avenue Extension near the 
Gallery at Fulton Mall shop- 
ping center. Officials said at the 
time that this was not a poten- 
tial location, and the Marino 
Organization’s Lee Silberstein, 
a spokesman for Joseph Sitt, the 
current property owner there, 

Instead, what would really 
hit the spot for the company is 
to have their fiercest competitor 
in their sights. 

Target, which last year 
opened in the Atlantic Terminal 
mall, at Atlantic and Flatbush 
avenues, has been a huge suc- 
cess — reportedly the best first- 
year seen by the company, ac- 
cording to Crain’s New York 
Business. 

Crain’s also reported that the 
two-level store — which sits 
over a hub of 1 1 subway lines 
and the Long Island Rail Road 
— is the eighth most successful 
Target in the country. The 
192,000-square-foot store in- 
cludes a pharmacy, and carries 
a range of goods from aspirin 
and appliances to groceries and 
cheap-chic apparel. 

Target has 1,330 stores in 47 
states, and Wal-Mart boasts 
5,233 stores worldwide, includ- 
ing Supercenters (which have 
supermarkets, as well), Sam’s 
Club bulk stores, and smaller 
neighborhood or “general mer- 
chandise” stores. 

Masten said Wal-Mart al- 
ready spends roughly $100 mil- 
lion a year buying merchandise 
from Brooklyn venders — 
“everything from candles to 
clothing to dolls to foodstuff,” 
and could tailor what the store 
carries to meet the population’s 
needs, including not selling 
guns or rifles. 

“It depends on the communi- 
ty,” she said. “In New Haven, 
the police chief and clergy met 
with officials and asked them 
not to sell firearms. So we 

The Wal-Mart executives 
were mum, at the June 30 sit- 
down with reporters, on where, 
specifically, the company was 
looking, but all but ruled out ru- 
mors that Red Hook was a 
prime location for the typically 
big-box stores of 134,000- 
square-feet on one floor. 

Ikea is building a 346,000- 
square-foot store on a 22-acre 
former New York Shipyard site 
between Dwight and Columbia 
Streets along the Erie Basin in 
Red Hook. 

“I think there was a lot of at- 
tention there last year,” said 
Masten. “Red Hook came up 
really strong last year, and we 
never had taken a look at any 
specific sites in Red Hook. 
Right now we’re not looking 
there.” 

Phil Serghini, Wal-Mart’s 
Northeast community affairs 
manager, added, “When we 
look at a piece of land we look 
at particulars such as subway 
transportation,” he said. 
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Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 
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Day & Evening Hours 
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Alan R. Kling, M.D. 

Board Certified Dermatologist 
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specializing in the reduction of stress, 
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DR. GEORGINE GORRA, D.S.W., LCSW 
Doctor of Social Work 
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PSYCHOTHERAPY. 
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Office. 

Steven Katz, LCSW 
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Fred A. Daniele, Ph.D. 

Licensed Psychologist 

Psychotherapy & Evaluation 
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Anne Levy, Ph.D. 

Clinical Psychologist 
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VALERIE ABEL, PsyD 

Clinical Psychologist 
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Emergencies treated promptly 
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CATCH RESCUE ME. NIP/TUCK AND OVER THERE ON FX 


DIRECTV brings you the hits 
that Cablevision won’t. 

FX is making TV history with top-rated originals like the Emmy® and Golden Globe® Award-winning drama 
Nip/Tuck, the New York-based series Rescue Me and Steven Bochco’s new original series Over There 
starting this July. But if you’re a Cablevision subscriber in the Bronx or Brooklyn, you can’t get these shows 
on cable. 


With the DIRECTV® TOTAL CHOICE® PLUS package, you’ll get FXand 140 more 
channels in 100% digital quality, making DIRECTV® programming the best 
way to watch the most talked-about shows you’re not getting from cable. 

DIRECTV — rethinking the way television should be. 




DIRECTV* 

rethink tv 
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the TOTAL CHOICE 
PLUS package 


Get over 140 channels 
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TOTAL CHOICE PLUS 
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TOTAL CHOICE programming. 
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4-ROOM 

SYSTEM 

FREE! 
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Offers end 7/31/05 and are available on approved credit. New residential customers only. Hardware and programming sold separately. Handling and delivery fees (up to $19.95) plus applicable taxes may apply. 
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ORDER ONLINE AT DIRECTV.COM/ORDER, CALL 1-800-DIRECTV OR SEE YOUR LOCAL RETAILER 






Orbit Satellite 

1-718-451-0610 


Offers available starting 5/1/05. Purchase of 12 consecutive months of any DIRECTV TOTAL CHOICE ($41.99/mo. or above) or DIRECTV PARA TODOS programming package ($29.99/mo. or above), or qualifying international services bundle, plus activation to the TOTAL CHOICE 
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SYSTEM WITHIN 30 DAYS OF PURCHASE MAY RESULT IN A CHARGE OF $150 PER DIRECTV RECEIVER NOT ACTIVATED. IF YOU FAIL TO MAINTAIN AN ANNUAL PROGRAMMING COMMITMENT, DIRECTV MAY CHARGE A PRORATED FEE OF UP TO $150. IN LIEU OF PAYMENT, YOU 
HAVE AN OPTION TO SEND YOUR DIRECTV SYSTEM TO DIRECTV.VISITDIRECTV.COM OR CALL 1-800-DIRECTV FOR DETAILS. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change. Taxes not included. Equipment specifications and programming options may vary in AK 
or HI. DIRECTV services not provided outside the U.S. Receipt of DIRECTV programming is subject to the terms of the DIRECTV Customer Agreement; copy provided at DIRECTV.com and in your first bill. ©2005 DIRECTV, Inc. DIRECTV and the Cyclone Design logo, TOTAL CHOICE 
and DIRECTV PARA TODOS are registered trademarks of DIRECTV, Inc. All other trademarks and service marks are the property of their respective owners. 05/05 23883ACQ-00 
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Eminent domain 


Call Ellen Pittari today for 
free quote! 718-834-9512 


90% off your initiation 

+ 4 free Personal Training sessions 

(worth $320) 


Shabbat Shalom! 

Presented by 

Congregation 
B'nai Avraham 

Modern Orthodox Synagogue 
of Brooklyn Heights 
1 17 Remsen St. *596-4840 
Rabbi Aaron Raskin 

Candle ,.j* 
Lighting 

Pinchas 

Fri., July 22, before 8:02pm 

Matot 

Fri., July 29, before 7:56pm 


HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE 


Denis A. Miller Insurance: specializing 
in coverage for your investment. 
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By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

In response to the Su- 
preme Court’s ruling last 
month affirming the right 
of governments to take pri- 
vate property in the name 
of economic development, 
bills are gaining momen- 
tum in both the House of 
Representatives and U.S. 
Senate that would bar fed- 
eral tax dollars from being 
used for projects that 
employ eminent domain. 

The legislation could cut af- 
fordable housing subsidies to 
developer Bruce Ratner’s pro- 
posed Atlantic Yards plan, 
which proposes to build a 
19,000-seat basketball arena 
and 17-tower office and resi- 
dential complex at the inter- 
section of Flatbush and At- 
lantic avenues, and which 
threatens the use of eminent 
domain for up to 13 acres of 
private property. 

Ratner and his major sup- 
porters, who include the may- 
or and governor, have said the 
massive development would 
bring in new tax revenues for 
the public good, although Rat- 
ner executives have long 
claimed that the area of 
Prospect Heights where they 
want to build is bbghted, and 
therefore quabfies for eminent 
domain regardless of the 
Supreme Court ruling. 

On June 30, conservative- 
leaning Republicans in the 
House responded in force to 
the Supreme Court ruling, 
which was led by the high 
court’s liberal voices. Ninety- 
three congressmen thus far 
have co-sponsored the Private 
Property Rights Protection Act 
of 2005 — drafted by Repub- 
lican F. James Sensenbrenner, 
Jr., of Wisconsin — which 


would forbid allocation of fed- 
eral hinds, many of which go to 
state and local municipalities 
for development incentives, to 
be used for any project employ- 
ing eminent domain. 

Both the House and Senate 
are considering nearly identical 
bills that would prevent fund- 
ing, like the kind that has been 
committed in the form of tax- 
exemptions and subsidized 
mortgages to Ratner for devel- 
opment of affordable housing 
units, from use for economic 
development. Only the House 
has had a hearing, before its 
Judiciary Committee. 

“No state or any political 
subdivision of a state shall use 
economic development as a 
reason for exercising its power 
of eminent domain if federal 
funds would contribute in any 
way,” the bill states, and fur- 
ther threatens to render any vi- 
olating agency ineligible for 
federal funding. 

The bill defines “economic 
development” as any activity 
“including increased tax rev- 
enue” that does not involve us- 
ing the seized property in a 
“substantial part” for public 

The bill could stifle federal 
funding for local and state de- 
velopment corporations seek- 
ing incentives such as tax 
breaks, tax abatements, subsi- 
dies and initiatives if those en- 
tities put forth projects that re- 
quired the condemnation of 
private land. 

As reported by The Brook- 
lyn Papers following a May 19 
commitment between the city 
and Ratner in a Memorandum 
of Understanding, officials 
from the Housing Develop- 
ment Corporation, a city hous- 
ing fund that finances develop- 
ment projects, committed 
$67.5 million in subsidies. An 
article this week in the New 
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York Sun estimated as much 
as $76 million in taxpayer- 
funded subsidies. 

The Housing Development 
Corporation (HDC) would be 
offering Ratner 1 -percent tax- 
exempt mortgages for the con- 
struction of the project’s mod- 
erate-income units, financing 
up to $45,000 a unit to subsi- 
dize their construction, said 
HPD’s commissioner, Shaun 
Donovan. 

Forest City Ratner did not 
return calls seeking comment 
for this article. 

At the Judiciary Commit- 
tee’s June 30 hearing, Sensen- 
brenner, the bill’s sponsor, said 
that “any property may now be 
taken for the benefit of another 
private party. 

“Government now has li- 
cense to transfer property 
from those with fewer re- 
sources to those with more. 
The Founders cannot have in- 
tended this perverse result,” 
Sensenbrenner said. 

“American taxpayers should 
not be forced to contribute in 
any way to the abuse of gov- 
ernment power,” he said be- 
fore asking members to co- 
sponsor the bill to “assure the 
American people that we will 
not allow churches, homes, 
farms and other private prop- 
erty to be bulldozed in abusive 
land grabs that solely benefit 
private individuals whose only 
claim to that land is that their 
greater wealth will increase 


Karen Johnson, a spokes- 
woman for Brooklyn Rep. 
Edolphus Towns, said that al- 
though the Democrat was op- 
posed to the Supreme Court’s 
ruling, he hadn’t yet looked at 
the bill. 

“He didn’t like what the 
Supreme Court justices did,” 
Johnson said, but mentioned 
the affinity of Sensenbrenner 
to far rightwing causes, and 
feared the bill might have ul- 
terior motives. “There might 
be better bills that will be 
drafted [of the same ilk],” she 
added. 

Rep. Vito Fossella, a Bay 
Ridge-Staten Island Republi- 
can who thus far is the lone 
member of New York City’s 
congressional delegation to 
co-sponsor the bill, this week 
told The Brooklyn Papers, 
“What the Supreme Court 
took away in our Constitution- 
al rights, the Congress must 
now restore. 

We must slam the brakes 
on any attempt by government 
to seize our homes and small 
businesses for private devel- 
opers to build hotels, super- 
markets or office buildings.” 

Neither Rep. Nydia Ve- 
lazquez nor Rep. Major Owens 


RELIGIOUS 

SERVICES 


Union 

Temple 

Park Slope's Friendliest Reform 
Congregation 


followed by Potluck Dinner 6:30 p.m. 
All other Friday evenings 8:15 p.m. 

17 Eastern Parkway 


Congregation 
Kol Israel 


PARK SLOPE 
JEWISH CENTER 


768-1453 


Offer ends August 10th 



EASTERN ATHLETIC 


BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 

718 625-0500 
43 CLARK STREET 


METROTECH 

718 330-0007 
333 ADAMS STREET 


PROSPECT PARK 

718 789-4600 
17 EASTERN PARKWAY 


TRIBECA 

212 966-5432 
80 LEONARD STREET 


Minyanim 

• Weekdays 7:45am, 9pm 

• Sundays 8:45am 

• Erev Shabbat 7:30pm 

• Shabbat Shacharit 9:30am 

• Beginners Service 10:15am 

• Youth Service 11:15am 

• Tot Shabbat 1 1:15am 

• Shabbat Mincha-Maariv 

at candle bghting time 

Mikvah 


For appointment call 596-WATER 


fight 

returned calls for comment by 
press time, but Owens has tak- 
en a strong position against the 
Ratner plan and its reliance on 
eminent domain. 

“My thing is this — if the 
bill broadly talks about eco- 
nomic development, I would 
oppose it, because I don’t be- 
lieve in doing a broad brush 
like that,” said Chris Owens, 
the congressman’s son and 
chief aide, who is expected to 
run for his retiring father’s 
seat in 2006. 

“I don’t want to see the 
abuse of eminent domain ei- 
ther, but you have to be very 
careful on how you approach 
these things. 

“You don’t want to be in a 
situation where you can’t do 
anything, but you don’t want to 
abuse eminent domain, either.” 


SOUTHERN WESTCHESTER 
HOUSE FOR SALE 

Mint condition w/three bedrooms, 2.5 baths. Living room/stone fire- 
place, formal dining room (sliders to large deck), modern kitchen 
w/breakfast room, and finished basement. Up-dated with central 
AC, new appliances, freshly painted with beautifully finished oak 
flooring, and new carpeting. Less than 1/2 hour commute to Grand 
Central, walk to private park & award winning schools. $675,000. 



Contact: STIEFVATER REAL ESTATE 
914.738.1133 



A full service retirement continuum, offer residents and 
their families: 


WARM Sc HOMELIKE setting with comfort and special conveniences 
ACTIVE Sc INDEPENDENT lifestyle including in-house activities, cultural 

activities, social gatherings & weekly trips 


PEACE OF MIND that each resident will lead a meaningful and dignified life 

Call Today To Schedule Your Tour 
with VicLy or Desiree 

1 - 718 - 622-8400 



Compassion, Support, JZoyully 


Castle Senior Living at Prospect Park 
1 Prospect Park West 
Brooklyn, New York 11215 





Space Available call Chris Havens 718.222.2505 

Two Trees www.dumbo-newyork.com 
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Improved Access Between Lower Manhattan, 

Jamaica Station and JFK International Airport 

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA), the lead agency, in cooperation with the Metropolitan 
Authority (MTA), the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey (PANYNJ), and the Lower Manhattan Development 
Corporation (LMDC) and supported by the New York City Economic Development Corporation (NYCEDC), is issuing 
a Notice of Intent to advise the public that the FTA intends to prepare an AA/EIS to evaluate alternatives that provide 
improved commuter and airport access between Lower Manhattan, the Long Island Rail Road (LIRR) Jamaica 
Station in Queens, and JFK International Airport. 


Manhattan, the Jamaica LIRR/AirTrain JFK complex in Queens and John F. Kennedy International Airport. This 
area is served by the Long Island Rail Road Atlantic Branch, the Atlantic Avenue arterial road, and the NYCT Fulton 
Street Subway line (©© trains), intermediate communities between the eastern and western hubs include the 
Downtown Brooklyn Business District, Fort Greene, Bedford-Stuyvesant, East New York, Woodhaven, Ozone Park 
and Howard Beach, in addition, commuters from communities in Eastern Queens, and Nassau and Suffolk Counties 
travel through the Jamaica huh on their way to Downtown Brooklyn and Lower Manhattan. 

FTA, MTA, PANYNJ, and LMDC seek public input on the scope of the EIS for this project, including the alternatives 
to be considered and the environmental and community impacts to be evaluated, considering all feasible rail 
and non-rail transportation alternatives that will improve travel in the corridor. 


The EIS will evaluate a No Action Alternative, one or more Build Alternatives, and any additional alternatives 
generated by the scoping process through meetings and correspondence with interested people, groups, ar J 
government agencies. 

Date, Time & Location of the Meetings: 


Tuesday, July 19, 2005, starting at E p.m 

Poster Board Session starting at 4 p.m. 

Brooklyn Borough Hall, 2nd Floor Court Rc 
209 Joralemon Street, Brooklyn 

Directions:©©© Subway to Jay Strei 
B26, B37, B38, B41, B45, B51, B52, B54, B57, BE1, B65, B67, B75 
Wednesday, July 20, 2005, starting at 6 p.m. 

Poster Board Session starting at 4 p.m. 

York College of the City University of New York 
94-20 Guy Brewer Boulevard, (Atrium) Jamaica, Queens 
Directions: ©©©Subway to Jamaica Center-Parsons/Archer, Q4, Q5, Q6,Q8, Q9, Q20A/B, Q24, Q30, 
031, Q41, Q42, Q44, Q54, Q56, Q"" "" 


Subway to Borough Hall, B25, 


6, Q83, Q84, Q85, Q111, Q112, or Q113 bus, LIRR to Jamaica Station 


Registration to speak at each meeting wi 


at 7 p.m., and comments will be recorded by a stenographer, or 

Additional public involvement opportunities and project information will be announced via the MTA website 
www.mta.info (click “Inside the MTA”, then “Planning Studies,” and “Lower Manhattan-Jamaica/JFK Link”). 
Written comments on the scope of the AA/EIS should be sent to Mr. Chris Bastian, MTA Project Manager, 347 
Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10017, or call (212) 266-8363, or submit to the MTA website f www.mta.info: 
select “Contact Us” then “E-Mail”). 

he meetings, contact: Douglas Sussman, Director, MTA Community Affairs, 


o 
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Send in the clones 


Park Sloper Steve Buscemi stars in summer actioner 6 The Island’ 



By Karen Butler 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

S even years after he helped protect hu- 
manity from a killer asteroid in “Ar- 
mageddon,” actor Steve Buscemi has 
reunited with director Michael Bay and co- 
star Michael Clarke Duncan for another 
high-octane action flick, “The Island.” 

This time out, the celebrated character ac- 
tor — a Park Slope resident — portrays Mc- 
Cord, a sympathetic worker in a futuristic in- 
stitute that controls every aspect of people’s 
lives in the name of science. 

Buscemi’s “Big Fish” co-star Ewan McGre- 
gor and his “Ghost World” cast-mate Scarlett 
Johansson play Lincoln Six-Echo and Jordan 
Two-Delta, residents who question their reality 
and plan a daring escape into an outside world 
they have never known. Duncan plays Stark- 
weather, a former inhabitant whose fate reveals 
the sinister machinations of those controlling 
the facility: residents are actually clones created 
and kept alive solely to provide healthy replace- 
ment body parts for their original “sponsors.” 
“Steve is the man,” Bay has said of Busce- 
mi. “He literally was the part; it was totally 
geared for him. He brought humor to the role, 
which was great because he had a lot of exposi- 
tion to get out, but Steve is the type of guy who 
can humanize anything. He is just one of the 
finest actors out there.” 

Well-known for his quirky, sometimes men- 
acing turns in acclaimed independent films like 
“Fargo,” “Reservoir Dogs” and “Living in 
Oblivion,” Buscemi often lends credibility to 
big-budget blockbusters like “Con Air,” “Ar- 
mageddon” and, yes, “The Island,” by his 
mere presence. 

“I thought the script was good,” said the 47- 
year-old, married father of a teenage boy. “I 
think there are going to be holes in any big, ac- 
tion-adventure story. It’s a fantasy, but what was 
interesting to me was that it could be within the 
realm of possibility, which is frightening.” 
Although a well-regarded writer and direc- 
tor, as well as a beloved actor, the ‘Trees 
Lounge” and “Lonesome Jim” filmmaker said 
he has no problem working as an actor-for-hire 
and shutting off the part of his brain that tells 
him how he would shoot a scene. 

“Certainly not on a film like ‘The Island,’ be- 
cause I would feel like I’d be way in over my 
head as a director,” he confided. “So, I’m really 
just absorbing what’s going on, and as an actor 
who has directed, I think, I just become more 
accommodating to the director, knowing that 
directors don’t want a lot of people coming up 
to them and saying, ‘Did you ever think of do- 
ing it this way?”’ 

Buscemi fans know that while the actor likes 
to mix things up a bit by working in small inde- 


pendent films and larger Hollywood fare — 
both in front of and behind the camera, he also 
likes to collaborate with the same actors and 
directors more than once. 

“The script is important and the dialogue, 
but also who’s involved,” he explained. “I 
like working with strong directors and the 
best cast you can get. In this case, it was a 
pretty easy decision.” 

It was also easy for Buscemi to decide to 
work with the Coen Brothers again after act- 
ing in their cult classics, “Fargo” and “The 
Big Lebowski.” 

‘T just did a live radio play [‘Sawbones’] that 
they wrote,” said Buscemi. “We performed it at 
St. Ann’s Warehouse in [DUMBO] and one 
night in London, and I also did a five-minute 
short film for them that we shot in Paris, which 
will be combined with a whole series of short 
films that these French financiers have asked 
— I don’t know how many — directors to do. 
I think they’re going to get that ready for 
Cannes.” 


Buscemi said all the films had the theme of 
romance in Paris. The one he worked on with 
the Coens was a three-character piece set in the 
Metro, and no, he sighed, he doesn’t get to fall 
in love in this one either. 

Next up for Buscemi is directing another 
episode of “The Sopranos,” the hit HBO drama 
he also acted in for a season before being uncer- 
emoniously whacked by his own cousin, mob 
boss Tony Soprano (James Gandolfini). He re- 
fused to turn rat, however, despite all pleas from 
GO Brooklyn to divulge something — ANY- 
THING — about the upcoming season. 

‘No, I can’t,” he insisted. ‘Tm not allowed.” 
So, given all of the characters he has played 
on-screen during the past 20 years, does Busce- 
mi feel there is any one great role that has 
slipped through his grasp? 

T don’t really think that way. I like to be sur- 
prised,” he confided. ‘T feel like I have played a 
number of different parts, and I think that’s 
probably why I want to direct more, because I 
feel like directing is more of a challenge and 


something new.” 

Bom in Brooklyn, Buscemi attended high 
school and college on Long Island. Though 
Hollywood has courted him for more than a 
decade, the down-to-earth actor-filmmaker said 
he prefers to live on the East Coast where it is 
easier to avoid the trappings of celebrity and 
live a normal life. 

‘Tor me, it helps not having the industry in 
my face all the time and that’s why I do prefer 
living in New York, in Brooklyn, where it’s 
even less. I don’t know if it gives me an edge, 
but it gives me my sanity,” laughed the former 
New York City firefighter who was arrested 
two years ago for protesting the closing of a 
Cobble Hill firehouse. 

So, do fans bother him all the time? 

“Not to the degree where it’s out of hand,” 
said Buscemi. “I’ve lived in the same neigh- 
borhood now for over 10 years. People know 
me, and they are used to me. I’m just the guy 

"The Island" opens in theaters July 22. 



Roofer’s double life 


On Tuesday, PBS airs the U.S. broadcast 
premiere of the positively chilling documen- 
tary, “The Brooklyn Connection,” by 
Netherlands native Klaartje Quirijns. 

The film’s subtitle is “How to Build a 
Guerrilla Army.” 

The film is about a charismatic husband 
and father living in Bay Ridge, Florin Kras- 
niqi, who has successfully negotiated U.S. 
gun laws in order to create and supply a 
guerrilla army in Kosovo (a province of old 
Yugoslavia). According to the documentary, 
which is based in part on Stacy Sullivan’s 
book “Be Not Afraid, For You Have Sons in 
America,” this roofer has raised and spent 
$30 million to arm and supply his “Kosovo 
Liberation Army.” 

In one scene, he and his family attend an 
event at Micali Terrace, on 86th Street. They 
look like any other glitzy, sequined Brook- 
lyn clan heading off to a family affair — a 
Sweet 16 or engagement party perhaps? 


No, it’s a fundraiser for the KLA. 

Krasniqi cheerfully escorts the film crew 
on visits to his suppliers, such as Sunset 
Park’s Schwarzman army surplus ware- 
house, where he rolls a banal shopping cart 
— filled with more than 100 military uni- 
forms — down the aisle; and a gun dealer in 
Pennsylvania who seems to swallow Kras- 
niqi’s story that he needs a sniper rifle to go 
elephant hunting (pictured at left). 

Although Quirijns is heard asking the 
tough questions, several times off-camera, 
about the fatal consequences of his buying 
and smuggling the guns, she also captures 
Krasniqi’s gut-wrenching side of the story 
through interviews with him and footage of 
him in his Brooklyn home, which seems to 
be the American dream come hue. 

Although he’s seen flipping meat on his 
barbecue and splashing around in his pool 
with his children, Krasniqi is still very tied 
to his ancestral home in Kosovo, which has 


been burned down several times in the last 
hundred years by Serbs. 

After his cousin was killed attacking a 
Serb police station in 1997, he decided to 
help Kosovo’s Albanians achieve their free- 
dom more quickly, by starting an army. 

The film raises tough questions about 
America’s role in fueling overseas conflicts 
with our limited regulation of guns — and 
access to airplanes. In one disturbing seg- 
ment, Krasniqi said he was able to rent a 
cargo plane to move 25 tons of guns. 
“Brooklyn Connection” is evidence of both 
an enormous armed conflict about to erupt 
again in Kosovo (unless politicians move 
faster to negotiate a peace), and of the ease 
with which deadly weapons can be pur- 
chased in this country and turned on Ameri- 
cans at home and abroad. 

POV presents "The Brooklyn Con- 
nection" July 19 at 10 pm on channel 
13/WNET. — Lisa J. Curtis 



Make a splash 

As the summer heats up, cool off for free at city 
beaches, open since May 28, and in city pools, 
which opened June 25. 

And if you haven’t been in recent years, some 
beaches have received a makeover. The Coney Is- 
land beach, for example, now has new cast-iron 
light poles, volleyball courts, comfort stations and 
performance pavilions. 

In addition to the beach at Coney Island — be- 
tween the Riegelmann Boardwalk and Atlantic 
Ocean, from West 37th Street to Ocean Parkway, 
one can swim at the adjacent Brighton Beach, from 
Ocean Parkway to West End Avenue, and the east- 
ernmost beach on the strip, Manhattan Beach, locat- 
ed south of Oriental Boulevard from West End Av- 
enue to Seawall Avenue. Activities at the various 
beaches include relaxing on the sand, of course, and 
canoeing, kayaking, tennis, basketball and swim- 

Beaches are open daily from 10 am to 6 pm until 
Labor Day. 

The New York City Parks Department will offer 
a number of free swimming programs at city pools 
this summer. These include a “Learn to Swim” pro- 
gram for children that are new to the waters, a swim 
team tournament for more experienced children and 
teenagers, reserved lap swim times for adults, and 
other special activities for senior citizens. 

The adult reserved lap times include the “Early 
Bird Program,” which is from 7 am to 8:30 am at 
the Red Hook and Sunset Park pools from now 
through Aug. 12. 

The “Learn to Swim” program divides children 
into two groups: ages 1 1/2 to 5 years and ages 6 to 
14. The program aims to teach children basic swim- 
ming and water safety skills. This year, there’s one 
three-week session left (July 26- Aug. 12); registra- 
tion will be on site July 25, from 9:15 am-10:30 

There will also be times to swim on your own 
without lessons. With the summer heating up fast, 
take advantage of the outdoor pools in Brooklyn. 
These include the Commodore Barry Pool, (in 
Commodore Barry Park, between Flushing and 
Park avenues, and Navy and North Elliot streets in 
Fort Greene), the Douglas and DeGraw Pool (Third 
Avenue and Nevins Street in Boerum Hill), the Red 
Hook Pool (Bay and Henry streets), and the Sunset 
Park Pool (Seventh Avenue between 41st and 44th 
streets), with the latter two being Olympic sized. 

For more information go to www.nyc.gov/parks. 

— Taylor Watson 


MUSIC 


Tipton returns 


When Chelsea Tipton II replaced conductor 
Robert Spano for the Brooklyn Philharmonic’s final 
concert this season, a 50th anniversary all-Gershwin 
spectacular, the response from audiences and critics 
was overwhelmingly positive. 

Now Tipton returns to lead the orchestra in its 
July 16 Prospect Park band shell performance as 
part of the Celebrate Brooklyn festival, the 26th 
consecutive year that the borough’s resident orches- 
tra has participated in the summer music series. 

The program gives those Philharmonic fans who 
missed his May de- 
but at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music 
one more chance to 
hear Maestro Tipton 
lead the orchestra 
in more Gershwin 
tunes; the “An Am- 
erican in Paris” 
suite winds up the 
evening. 

Also on the bill 
are Antonin Dvo- 
rak’s “Carnival 
Overture,” which 
opens the concert, 
and Jacques Offenbach’s “Orpheus in the Under- 
world,” which precedes the Gershwin. 

The program’s main work is among the most 
beloved and frequently programmed of all violin 
concertos: Piotr Tchaikovsky’s 40-minute emotional 
blitzkrieg, often scoffed at for its overzealous senti- 
mentality, but there’s no denying its showpiece sta- 
tus for orchestra and soloist. 

Making her Brooklyn Philharmonic debut as 
Tchaikovsky soloist is 22-year-old violinist Tai Mur- 
ray (pictured), who has dazzled audiences all season 
as a member of the Chamber Music Society of Lin- 
coln Center n. Murray’s already-formidable tech- 
nique, coupled with Tipton’s newly created aura, 
should make for a memorable musical event. 

The Brooklyn Philharmonic performs Dvorak, 
Tchaikovsky, Offenbach and Gershwin on Satur- 
day at 8 pm at the Prospect Park band shell. En- 
ter the park at Prospect Park West and Ninth 
Street. Admission is free, but there's a suggest- 
ed $3 donation for Celebrate Brooklyn. For fur- 
ther information, visit www.celebratebrooklyn.org 
or www.brooklynphilharmonic.org. 

— Kevin Filipski 
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This week: 

SMITH STREET 


Baluchi’s Indian Food 

263 Smith St. at Degraw Street, (718) 797-0707 
(AmEx, Disc, MC, Visa) Entrees: $9.95-$30.95. 


and Queens expanded into its third borough, 
Brooklyn, in January 2003. While owner Rakesh 
Aggarwal offers many vegetarian-friendly dishes 



The lunch special offers 50 percent off their in-house 
menu from noon to 3 pm daily, and also offers an 
appetizer and entree combo menu for $12.95. 

Bar Tabac 

128 Smith St. at Dean Street, (718) 923-0918 
(AmEx) Entrees: $12.95-$17.95. 

Look for the vertical maroon-and-white sign of a 
motorcyclist to find this French bistro offering a 
spacious dining room and bar area (big enough for 

Georges and Jacques Forgeois opened Bar Tabac 
with a dinner menu featuring shell steak, tuna 
steak, salmon, lamb shank and mussels. Top it off 
with one of their "diet busters": creme brulee or 


haven for late-night noshers. They're also open for 
lunch and brunch (Saturdays and Sundays, 1 1 am to 

(grenadine 9 and beer). P Enjoy live music during 
brunch as well as on Monday and Wednesday 
nights. Sidewalk seating available. Open daily. 


Caserta Vecchia 

221 Smith St. at Baltic Street, (718) 624-7549, 
www.casertavecchiarestaurant.com (MC, Visa) 
Entrees: $14-$24. 

Local pizza joint Caserta Vecchia — named for the 
authentic Southern Italian specialties in addition to 

range from the classic Margherita to the distinct 
and nontraditional Nutella-and-pear. Pasta escapes 

favorites like tortellini in cream sauce with prosciut- 
to and peas. Caserta Vecchia also offers an Atkins- 
friendly menu with whole-wheat pizzas and pastas. 
The outdoor garden is now open for al fresco din- 
ing. Delivery and take-out available. Open Tuesday 
through Thursday for dinner, and Friday through 
Sunday for lunch and dinner. Closed Mondays. 


Ceol 

191 Smith St. at Warren Street, (347) 643-991 1 
(AmEx, DC, Disc, MC, Visa) Entrees: $10-$15. 

American dishes in CeoUpronounced KOL], previ- 
ously called Smithwicks. Among the dishes on his 
menu are a New York steak with peppercorn sauce 
and pasta primavera. Their $20 prix-fixe three- 

through Friday, between 1 1 :30 am and 3 pm, which 
has to be one of the best bargains in Brooklyn. 
Among the Irish dishes at Ceol (Gaelic for "music") 
are shepherd's pie, mixed grill and fish and chips. 
Open daily for lunch and dinner. Weekend brunch 
($9 with one drink or $15 with unlimited drinks) is 

Garden seating available. 


Hana Cafe 

235 Smith St. at Butler Street, (718) 643-1963 or 
(718) 643-1167, (AmEx, Disc, MC, Visa) Entrees: 
$10.95415.95. 

Hana Cafe is for Japanese-food lovers. Teriyaki, 

on°the menu. For $12.95, ! /iana' offere^dfnTOr 
special combination boxes. In addition to the 


★ = Full review available at 




Chicken, steamed broccoli and peanut 
sauce at Tuk Tuk. 


(Japanese-style shrimp dumplings). The list of spe- 
cial rolls on the menu is equally intriguing; check 
out the "Godzilla," "Spicy Boy," "Spicy Girl" and 
"Rock 'n' Roll." Their new, all-you-can-eat prix fixe 
is $20.95 per person, and it's available all day, every 
day. Sidewalk seating available. Open daily for 

Patois 

255 Smith St. at Douglass Street, (718) 855- 
1535, www.patoisrestaurant.com (AmEx, MC, 
Visa) Entrees: $14-$19. 

sparked the Smith Street restaurant revolution 
when it opened in December 1997. One wall is 
even papered in French newspaper clippings. Two 
dining rooms offer patrons a feeling of intimacy 
and eliminate long lines for a table. Chef Charles 

with puff pastry, steak frites au poivre and grilled 
Atlantic salmon with sherry mustard, a lentil salad 
and roasted mushrooms. Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays, a $20 prix fixe dinner is served all 
night long. For a romantic evening, request a table 
by the fireplace. 

Garden dining is available in season. Patois also has 
vegetarian offerings and Sunday brunch (with 
unlimited mimosas, virgin Bloody Mary's and cof- 
fee). Closed Mondays. 

Restaurant Saul 

140 Smith St. at Bergen Street, (718) 935-9844 
(AmEx, DC, Disc, MC, Visa) Entrees: $26430. * 

creative menu features tempting appetizers such as 
the spicy chilled cucumber soup with a side of 
peekytoe crab. Entrees include pan-roasted Niman 

with Jerusalem artichoke puree and spicy cherry 
jam. Desserts include a warm apple brown Betty 
with prune and Armagnac ice cream and a pine-nut 

Sonny’s Bar A, Grill 

305 Smith St. at Union Street, (718) 643-3293 
(AmEx, DC, MC, Visa) Entrees: $10-$23. ★ 
Sonny's Bar & Grill opened on this Carroll Gardens 
stretch of Smith Street in February 2004. The 
restaurant offers simple, familiar dishes in an unpre- 
appetizers, there are fried calamari and chicken 
wings. For entrees, GO Brooklyn dining critic Tina 
Barry found the meatloaf "nearly perfect." She 
writes of its therapeutic properties, "On an evening 
when the world is hard to bear, this dish will soothe 
you." Outdoor dining on the front patio is available 
in season. Delivery, catering and private parties 
available. Open daily for lunch and dinner. Brunch 
is served from 9:30 am to 4 pm on weekends. Kids' 


Tuk Tuk 

204 Smith St. at Baltic Street, (718) 222-5598 
(Cash only) Entrees: $8-$14. ★ 

up authentic Thai food. The cozy restaurant, which 
seats about 45 people, is named for the ubiquitous 
three-wheeled vehicle in Thailand — akin to a taxi — 
which makes a "tuk tuk tuk" sound. Tuk Tuk also 
offers wines and imported beers. Signature dishes 

favorite" selection of crispy baked duck with a chili- 

usually jazz, on Friday and Saturday nights from 7:30 
pm to 1 1 pm. Open daily for lunch and dinner. 




Hot plates 

Catering biz serves Backstreet 
Boys and other celebs from 
Carroll Gardens 9 back streets 


By Ajla Grozdanic 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Y ou know you’ve succeeded in the 
catering business when the rich 
and famous are feasting on your 
specialties. 

So when Backstreet Boy Nick Carter 
asked for more tuxedo chicken — 
fried chicken nuggets covered in black 
and white sesame seeds and served 
with honey mustard sauce — Bruce 
Kessler, owner of Brooklyn-based 
Julienne Catering company, knew he 
had created a hit menu for the boy 
band’s June 14 “Never Gone” record 
release party. 

Famous clients, like the Backstreet 
Boys event at Man- 
hattan ’s trendy 
nightclub Suede, 
make Kessler’s 
catering world 
seem larger than 
life. 

Open since Sep- 
tember, Julienne 
Catering is the 
Carroll Gardens 
branch of Kes- 
sler’s Manhattan- 
based, 6-year-old 
CEO (Catering 
and Entertain- 
ment Organization) 

Group. Julienne’s bread-and-butter 
comes from catering three or four 
times a week at various types of ven- 
ues, particularly A-list parties and con- 
certs. Past events have included parties 
for model-actress Grace Jones and pop 
group the Black Eyed Peas, among 
many others. 

“It’s hard to start a business in a res- 
idential neighborhood,” Kessler told 
GO Brooklyn. “The core of my busi- 
ness is corporate entertainment.” 
Although Julienne is nestled in Car- 
roll Gardens, amid rows of brick 
townhouses, its bright orange-and- 
blue color scheme, peeking out from 
the comer of Clinton and Nelson 
streets, gives it away. The colorful 
sign and awning let you know that you 
have arrived at the right place — and 
not just somebody’s cheerfully deco- 
rated front yard. 

But in addition to being a catering 
company, Kessler’s new Clinton Street 
outpost is also a cafe in the making. At 
the moment, there’s no indoor seating, 
but the restaurant’s front patio, which 
can squeeze in 10 guests, is open to 
the public during the summer months. 


The bright-blue swing chair is a crowd 
favorite. 

“Mothers with newborns love it,” 
said Kessler of the vintage metal 
swing, which, he said, he found three 
blocks away. 

The mismatched, wom-out tables 
and chairs, and the blue carpet under- 
neath, are put together in a way that 
gives the bright and sunny patio a 
trendy, artsy vibe that’s cozy, too. 

“I want to have a SoHo feel and 
bring it to Brooklyn while maintaining 
a neighborhood atmosphere,” said the 

Things weren’t always so bright 
and sunny for Kessler. His catering 
business, which was once located blocks 
away from the 
World Trade Cen- 
ter, lost between 
$150,000 and 
$200,000 in the 
year following the 
events of Sept. 11, 
2001, Kessler es- 
timated. 

Upon receiv- 
ing long-awaited 
government aid, 
Kessler moved 
CEO to 580 
Broadway in So- 
Ho before open- 
ing the Brooklyn 
location and turning the Manhattan of- 
fice into an event-planning company. 

He named his catering company and 
cafe after his girlfriend’s 7-year-old 
son, Julien. He modified the name into 
a French culinary term by attaching the 
“-ne” at the end. (To julienne vegeta- 
bles is to slice them into small sticks.) 

Relaxing in Julienne’s front garden 
with soothing jazz tunes in the back- 
ground — Kessler’s current music of 
choice — while nibbling on a fresh 
salad or a tasty sandwich, makes for a 
perfect way to spend a lazy summer af- 
ternoon. And every Sunday, from 1 pm 
to 4 pm, a jazz guitarist, Shogo Kubo, 
provides live entertainment. 

Kessler chose to focus on serving 
foods he loves; Julienne’s menu con- 
sists primarily of bistro food with a 
touch of Asian and Latin flavor. He 
says that although he’s not labeling his 
cafe a health food place, his products 
are made from fresh ingredients. 
“Fresh Food ... Fast!” is the compa- 
ny’s motto. 

In addition to breakfast basics like 
muffins, hot oatmeal and a wide range 
of omelets, Julienne offers soups, cia- 


DINING 


ilienne Catering (543 Cli 
n Street in Carroll Gardei 
Tuesday through Friday, froi 


, Sandwiches: $5-$/50. Tc 
II (718) 935-1161. Catering rr 
range between $18 and $28 
for nors d'oeuvres, depending 


its planning call (212) 334-5454. 



Summer pleasures: (Above left) The kitschy exterior, with some seating, 
of Julienne Catering at 543 Clinton St. (Above) Julienne's smoked turkey 
panini with jalapeno jack cheese, baby arugula and mango salsa (fore- 
ground) and gazpacho soup. 


batta bread sandwiches, paninis, que- 
sadillas, and specialties like the chori- 
zo in puff pastry with Dijon mustard or 
chicken porcupines (cubed chicken 
lightly fried with sliced almonds) and 
served with honey mustard. And let’s 
not forget sweets, such as mini cheese- 
cakes or Julien’s favorite, freshly 
baked cookies. 

For their catering events, Julienne 
has a special menu featuring a vast se- 
lection of hors d’oeuvres that includes 
barbecue chicken with cmmpled Stil- 
ton in blue-com shells, smoked turkey, 
hummus-stuffed mini pitas, sweet po- 
tato fritters with creme fraiche and, 
that Backstreet Boy favorite, tuxedo 
chicken. 

The buffet dinner menu offers grilled 
chicken served three different ways. It 
can be prepared with pesto cream, por- 
tobello mushrooms and white aspara- 
gus or Provencal-style with tomatoes, 
olives and capers. Cajun-style grilled 
chicken with crispy shallots and pep- 
percorn cream is also an option. Vege- 
tarian selections, grilled salmon or tuna 
and herb-roasted Cornish hen are repre- 
sented as well. Julienne’s specialty food 
station menu features three different 
types of cuisines: “When in Rome,” 
“Southwestern Tex-Mex Fiesta” and 
“Mediterranean Mezze Bar.” 

The menu is sweetened with cream 
puffs, Napoleons, eclairs and other fin- 
ger pastries, along with strawberry-, 
blueberry- and chocolate-swirl mini 
cheesecakes, chocolate and walnut 
brownies and cookies with chocolate 
chips, peanut butter chunks, oatmeal 
and raisins, or macadamia nuts. 

That Tuesday, Julienne Catering sat- 
isfied Backstreet Boy appetites twice 
in the same day, having provided its 


services earlier in the day at an event 
sponsored by Teen People magazine in 
honor of the members of the band, 
which once claimed a fan base of hun- 
dreds of thousands of screaming 
teenagers. For the party celebrating the 
release of their comeback, “Never 
Gone,” the Backstreet Boys’ choice of 
hors d’oeuvres included spicy tuna, 
salmon and California sushi rolls, bite- 
size phyllo dough cups stuffed with 
portobello mushrooms, spinach and 
feta cheese, assorted bruschetta, vege- 
tarian spring rolls and Florida crab 
cakes with sunshine aioli, made with 
lemon, ginger, garlic and a food color- 
ing tint to give it the “sunshine” hue. 
The dinner was served buffet-style and 
it featured, among other things, grilled 
chicken and salmon. 

But you don’t have to be a star to eat 
like one in Brooklyn. If you can’t man- 
age to get a seat in the limited outdoor 
garden, Julienne’s crew of five em- 
ployees will prepare your food to go. 
Or get it delivered anywhere in Carroll 
Gardens or Red Hook. (Although 
Kessler mostly caters corporate parties 
and entertainment events — feeding an 
average of 300 mouths at a time, he 
makes deliveries to local residents for 
orders of $10 or more.) 

And come winter, he intends to turn 
the front patio into an enclosed, heated 
garden. Kessler’s plans for the future 
include expanding the Julienne cafe 
and opening a restaurant and wine bar 
either at the same location or else- 
where in the neighborhood. But one 
thing is certain: Kessler wants to stay 
in Brooklyn. 

Said the Boemm Hill resident, “I’m 
committed to Brooklyn, because my 
roots are here.” 
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D*E*L*l*C*l*0*U*S 

Chinese Cuisine & Vegetarian Nutrition 

• Fast Free Delivery 162 Montague Street 

1/1 Brooklyn Heights 

• Open 7 Days a week (718)522-5565/66 

• Party Orders Welcome 

We Only Use Vegetable Oil 


Natural Cooking $ 

and Fresh Vegetables 


Brooklyn Heights 
is PIG’N OUT! 

20% OFF 

ENTIRE MENU 

Monday-Friday: 1 1 am to 4pm 

60 Henry St. 

(bet. Orange & Cranberry) Bklyn Hts 

(718) 522-5547 

fax (718) 522-4896 
Mon-Sat: 1 1 am- 1 1 pm; Sun: llam-9pm 

\^FREE DELIVERY to DUMBO, Brooklyn Heights and Metrotech^ 






( Restaurant bC^Bar 

4th Ave. & 101st St. (Bay Ridge) 

Free Valet Parking • SEM • (718) 833-1313 


Vesuvio 

est. 1953 

Restaurant & Pizzeria 

Corporate & Private catering 


Free Local Delivery • Valet Parking Fri & Sat 
Open 7 days BMffl 
7305 3rd Avenue • Bay Ridge • 71 8.745.0222 





SUN: llam-6pm 


( 718 ) 230-3180 
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Coming home 

Brooklyn-based Sackett Group is latest 
addition to Fort Greenes theater district 


By Paulanne Simmons 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

S ome dreams are worth the wait. 
Back in 1988, Dan Haft n 
Robert Weinstein while they 
both working on the Heights Players’ 
staging of “Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat.” 

“We’ve been best friends and part- 
ners ever since,” says Haft. 

About two years later, the two men 
founded a nonprofit, project-based the- 
atrical company they named The Sack- 
ett Group, because at the time, they 
both lived on Sackett Street in Carroll 
Gardens. (Weinstein was a tenant of 
Haft, who owns a brownstone.) 

Most of their projects were produced 
in Manhattan, but Haft, the group’s pro- 
ducing director, says, “Our mission has 
always been to have a theater in Brook- 
lyn, because we’re from Brooklyn.” 
That dream began to look like a real- 
ity on Nov. 1, 2003, when Borough 
President Marty Markowitz came to a 
Sackett Group fundraiser. 

“A couple of months later, we had a 
meeting with [Markowitz] and his 
aides where we expressed the desire to 
establish a permanent home in Brook- 
lyn,” says Haft. “They suggested a cou- 
ple of underutilized spaces in Brooklyn, 
among them the Brooklyn Music 
School Playhouse [BMS Playhouse].” 
Subsequently, Liz Koch, of the bor- 
ough president’s office, contacted Karen 
Krieger, executive director of the Brook- 
lyn Music School, to lay the groundwork. 

“Over the next 18 months, we met, 
we negotiated and the two boards rati- 
fied a collaboration agreement,” says 
Haft. And this spring the Sackett Group 
announced its premiere season as the 
resident company at the BMS Play- 
house at 126 St. Felix St. — in the 
heart of the BAM Cultural District. 

“[The Sackett Group] has a stage ex- 
pertise that, hopefully, we can bring to 
our students at a later date,” Krieger told 
GO Brooklyn. “So we can offer theater 
as part of our curriculum down the road.” 
Members of the Sackett Group have 



Celebration time: The Sackett 
Group's Producing Director Rob 
Weinstein and Artist Director Dan 
Haft show off their new home in 
the Brooklyn Music School's Play- 
house in Fort Greene. 

already helped the Brooklyn Music 
School with lighting for its production of 
“A Brooklyn Nutcracker,” staged last De- 
cember, as well as the June dance recital. 

Haft and Weinstein, the group’s artis- 
tic director, plan to stage four produc- 
tions, beginning with Tennessee 
Williams’ “Suddenly Last Summer” 
(which opened on July 14 and continues 
through Aug. 7). The three other pro- 
ductions this season are “Women’s 
Work V,” the Sackett Group’s fifth festi- 


THEATER 


ction of 


The Sackett Group's prodi 
"Suddenly Last Summer" c 
through Aug. 7 at the BMS Playhouse at 
126 St. Felix St. at Lafayette Avenue in 
Fort Greene. Performances are Thurs- 
day through Saturday, at 8 pm, and Sun- 
days, at 5 pm. Tickets are 519; a season 
subscription is $65. For tickets, call (212) 
868-4444. For more information, visit 
the Web site www.sackettgroup.org. 


val of one-act plays, directed by six of 
the city’s emerging female directors 
(Oct. 26-Nov. 20); Arthur Miller’s little- 
known “The American Clock” (Jan. 26- 
Feb. 12); and the world premiere of Joe 
Costanza’s “One Big Happy Family” 
(April 27-May 21). 


“We have to work around [Brooklyn 
Music School’s] needs. They use the 
space for classes, recitals and several 
performances,” says Haft. “Four shows 
is about the max we can handle now.” 

Weinstein says his goal is to show- 
case American playwrights because 
“plays about the American experience 
are artistically worthy and more in line 
with my personal experience. The sen- 
sibility and issues the playwrights deal 
with have universal appeal as well as an 
American flavor.” 

Weinstein decided to stage — and di- 
rect — “Suddenly Last Summer,” Ten- 
nessee Williams’ horrific story of a young 
strange death and the lengths his 
family goes to suppress the truth, after 
taking an “informal poll of people in my 
creative life” about what they wanted to 
see produced. He also says, “I did ‘Sweet 
Bird of Youth’ several years ago at the 
Heights Players and have always wanted 
to get back to Williams.’ ’ 

“Suddenly Last Summer,” originally 
produced in 1958 along with “Some- 
thing Unspoken” in a double-bill called 
‘The Garden District,” is a one-act in 
four scenes. But Weinstein says that the 
fourth scene is an act in itself and by in- 
serting an intermission between the 
third and fourth scene, he can turn the 
work into a traditional two-act play. 

One of Weinstein’s two favorite play- 
wrights is Miller. “The American 
Clock,” which Weinstein calls a “story- 
telling collage of the American Depres- 
sion and the resiliency of Americans,” is 
the Sackett Group’s tribute to Brook- 
lyn’s native son. 

Weinstein is also looking forward to 
producing original plays. 

“Over [The Sackett Group’s] 10-plus 
years of existence, we’ve come in con- 
tact with writers whose work has ap- 
pealed to us on many, many levels — 
not only American, but New York City 
— and Brooklyn-content playwrights 
who need a voice as well,” he says. 

Joe Costanza, who hails from Queens, 
is a working Hollywood actor whom 
Haft met in the early ’80s while doing his 
Actors Equity apprenticeship at the Fal- 
mouth Playhouse in Cape Cod. Both Joe 
and his brother George were young 
friends of Jerry Seinfeld, and Weinstein 
says that George is partly the inspiration 
behind the “Seinfeld” character of the 
same name. Joe will be coming back east 
to direct his play about the everyday ad- 
ventures of a Queens family in July 1979. 

With this new joint venture of the 
Brooklyn Music School and the Sackett 
Group, the BMS Playhouse, once 
known as “the Little Opera House” be- 
cause of its proximity to the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music’s Opera House, will 
again become part of the borough’s the- 
atrical life. 


Odd man out 


Its swing and a miss for Slopers 
baseball and politics one-man show 



By Paulanne Simmons 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

P eople who love baseball 
and hate George W. Bush 
may find much of interest 
in Paul Boocock’s “Boocock’s 
House of Baseball” at The 
Flea Theater in SoHo . . . but 
there’s not much else to rec- 
ommend the one-man show. 

This is the Park Slope writer- 
actor’s second political piece 
and his second collaboration 
with director Mary Catherine 
Burke. Their first show, 
“Boocock=VP,” also used some 
baseball material, but it was 
mostly political commentary. 
“Boocock=VP” focused on how 
much better it is to be vice presi- 
dent than president because the 
VP gets all the glory and none of 
the blame. 

“Boocock’s House of Base- 
ball” is all about what used to be 
America’s favorite pastime (un- 
til basketball and football came 
along) and what’s become of it 
at the hands of greedy owners 
and troubled players. But 


there’s something forced about 
the way Boocock insists on see- 
ing current events through the 
prism of the game. One can’t 
help but think he could just as 
easily have made analogies with 
the game of chess (the battles, 
the maneuvers, the royalty and 
the pawns, the settling of old 
grudges when the pawns make 


it to the other side) or “ring- 
around-the-rosy” (the triumph of 
fate when they all fall down). 

Boocock’s monologue in- 
cludes the stories of Babe Ruth, 
Reggie Jackson, Darryl Straw- 
berry, Doc Gooden, Pete Rose 
and many more. He covers 
thug use, illegal gambling, 
racism and other issues. But 


none of these stories are told in 
enough depth to be interesting, 
without huge amounts of back- 
ground information brought to 
the plate by the members of the 
audience. 

Performing against the back- 
drop of an American flag with 
baseballs substituting for stars, 
Boocock adds as 
much physicality as 
he can to a basically 
narrative show. He 
dances, mimics and 
mimes. Burke has 
done an admirable 
job keeping him 
moving. 

But Boocock is 
not a wonderful 
dancer, and his Ronald Rea- 
gan sometimes morphs into 
Dubya (although, proving all 
Republicans don’t sound alike, 
he really nails it with Dick Ch- 
eney). And after the fifth time 
Boocock pretends he’s up at bat 
and swings at an invisible ball, 
the novelty (if there ever was 
any) wears thin. 

When Boocock tries to 
equate baseball with politics, the 
analogies are mostly verbal tics. 
“Shock and awe won’t work in 
baseball,” he says and later talks 
about an “Enron Stadium.” He 
describes baseball as an “ad- 
vanced form of democracy and 
democracy as a team sport.” 

Was Rose’s passion for gam- 
bling really a way of being patri- 
otic? Did Strawberry’s sub- 
stance abuse problem have 
anything to do with racism or 


the fact that iy Cobb was a 
member of the Ku Klux Klan? 
Can we really blame the Yan- 
kees’ failure to win the World 
Series in the past few years on 
the president? 

When we really love some- 
thing or someone we tend to see 
the world as centered on the ob- 


ject of our affections. That’s why 
amorous people are sometimes 
called “lovesick.” Clearly Boo- 
cock loves baseball. But is it fair 
to ask an audience of strangers 
to share his obsession? 

Monologues are strenuous 
undertakings. Solo performers 
succeed on the strength of then- 
personalities or the personalities 
they create. Boocock reveals 
nothing of interest about him- 
self, except that he has a love- 
hate relationship with baseball 
and a hate-hate relationship with 
George W. Bush and his admin- 
istration. Nor does he tell the au- 
dience anything truly com- 
pelling about either players or 
politicians. 

An hour of “Boocock’s 
House of Baseball” felt like a 
game that went into too many 
extra innings. 


THEATER 


"Boocock's House of Baseball" plays 
irough July 23, Thursday through Satur- 
at The Flea The 


St. between Broadway and Church Street in 
Manhattan). Tickets are $15. For tickets, call 
Theater Mania at (212) 352-3101 or visit 
www.theatermania.com. 


BAM Local Development 
& chashama present: 


July 9-31, 



All performances in BAM Park at the intersection of 
Lafayette Avenue and Fulton Street in Fort Greene, Brooklyn. 

Lawn chairs and blankets are welcome! 


Ha-Go-Ro-Mo 

choreographed by Noriko Wako 

July 9 - 10, Sat - Sun at 7pm 
Rice paper installation begins at 1pm 
Women's Voices, Women's Visions 
July 15 - 17, Fri - Sun at 7pm 


BAM 

DEVELOPMENT 

CORPORATION 


JL 


Sleepless Somniloquy 
from Sacred Circle Theater 

July 21 -23, Thu - Sat at 8pm 

Trilok Fusion: !3, Sat at 5pm 

Cirque Boom 

July 29 -31, Fri at 7pm, Sat at 3 & 7pm, 
Sun at 3pm 

visit www.chashama.org/outsideart 


A Festival of Free Outdoor Performances in the BAM Cultural District 


An Exceptional meal. 



Pioneer of the fine restaurant movement in Brooklyn 


345 Court Street (at Union Street) 718-852-5015 

Open 7 days for lunch and dinner • Free Valet Parking • aaiEETli 
Visit our website www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com 



MARIA DE 
BARROS / 

KAKANDE / 
NKOSSI KONDA 

All-day extravaganza of 


Sizzling disco-funk-punk-new-wave-rock- 


hip-hop-Latin-fusion triple bill 




Live score to 1925 
Ion Cheney classic, . 
Finnish folk group open 


The Queen of 
Merengue with 
fast-rising 
reggaeton 


THE APE MAN 
with MOCEAN 
WORKER / 
JOAN AS 
POLICEWOMAN 
1932 classic with live score 
plus indie rock superfoxxx 


.country. 


Music & Movies Series 

[The Sound of Music / slam 


The hills are alive with a classic musical and marching band! I 


HERITAGE/ 


I SUN * 7/31 * 2:00-9:00 | 

I Independence Community 
I Bank Series / African Festival 

PAPA 

WEMBA/ 

GHOK-BI SYSTEM / 



PEI OS Pin PftfiK BAN 0511 El 

FRI ♦ 7/22 ♦ 7:30 

Music & Movies Series 

PHANTOM OF 
THE OPERA.* 

oi i mi nopucGTDO /iioiiiii 

SAT ♦ 7/23 * 1:00 - 9:00PM 

Budweiser Latin Music Series Boricua Festival 

EDDIE PALMIERI 
Y LA PERFECTA II 

WILLIAM CEPEDA BOMBASHE 
MIGUEL ALGARIN 


TARZAN 


FRI ♦ 8/5 ♦ 7:30PM 

Budweiser Latin Music Series 


PLASTILINA 
MOSH/ KINKY/ 
JD NATASHA 
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ADVERTISER FOCUS 


Taqueria DF brings 
taste of Mexico City 
to Brooklyn 



Mexico City is a lot closer than 
you might think. 

So authentic is the cooking at 
Taqueria DF, at the comer of Fifth 
Avenue and 22nd Street, that Mexico 
City natives simply call it DF (Distri- 
to Federal), just like back home. 

Pedro Moran has a 15-year back- 
ground in the Cal-Mex food scene in 
New York City. He owned Healthy 
Henrietta’s, a macrobiotic burrito 
joint on Henry Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, as well as Mission Burritos 
in the East Village. 

Now he’s cooking up a storm in 
Sunset Park, and the eating’s as good 
as the price is low. Moran moved y 
Taqueria DF to its larger, current 7? , 
quarters near Park Slope about seven wltn tne 
months ago, and now has plenty of 
room to accommodate both his thriving takeout 
business and those wanting a sit-down meal. 

With large windows that open onto tbe street and 
lots of kitschy, colorful Mexican decorations, Taq- 
ueria DF is a comfortable, casual hang-out where 
you can easily afford to eat several times a week. 

Weekend brunch starts at 1 1 am, and ends at 
4 pm. You have more than 10 dishes to choose 
from, such as cheese omelets, egg burritos and 
pancakes. Juice and coffee is included in this 
$7.50 prix fixe menu. 

While burritos are the main attraction, you’ll 
enjoy sinking your teeth into Moran’s tender, 
juicy rotisserie chicken. Marinated for 24 hours 
in mild Mexican herbs, then slowly roasted, the 
whole chicken is a thrifty $7.50. Add $1.50 for 
beans and rice, and you’ve got the perfect dinner 
for two — for under $ 10. 

A fantastic summer refresher is the avocado 
salad. Mixed greens, tomatoes, cucumbers and 
chunks of soft, sweet avocado are drizzled with 
a vinaigrette of lemon juice, parsley and garlic. 
At $5, enjoy it every day the temperature goes 
above 80 degrees. 

Hailing from his macrobiotic roots, Moran 
offers diners his unique “Soya Burrito” ($6.50), 
which features soy gluten in place of meat. 


DF restaurant waitress Mari Vasquez 
beef fajitas and the avocado salad. 

“Tastes pretty much like steak, although we 
have fun with file seasonings and sauces, and 
can even make it seem like chicken,” explains 
Moran, adding, “Gluten is very versatile stuff.” 

A juice bar complements the many vegetari- 
an dishes on the menu, like the vegetarian chili 
and cactus burritos, both $6.50. Non-dairy “sour 
cream,” made from tofu, is the perfect topping. 

But carnivores have much to be excited about 
here, too! 

In your enchiladas and quesadillas, choose 
from spicy pork, sausage and even goat meat 
(touted as the “new” meat in a recent New York 
Times dining section cover story) along with 
more tame varieties of beef and chicken. 

Top your meal off with creamy homemade 
flan ($3) or luscious tiramisu ($3.50). One thing 
you’ll be certain of, after trying a meal at Taque- 
ria DF, is you’ll certainly be back for lots more. 

Taqueria DF is at 709 Fifth Ave. at 22nd 
Street. Open daily, Sunday-Thursday, 11 am-11 
pm; Friday and Saturday, 11 am-midnight. Visit 
the Web site at www.tacoman.s5.com for the 
menu. American Express, MasterCard and Visa 
accepted. Liquor license pending; meantime, 
bring your own beer or wine. For more informa- 
tion, call (718) 499-2969 or (718) 499-4646. 
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1801 Bath Ave. corner of 18th Av e . 
www.CasaCalamari.biz • 718-234-7060 


Where to 00 2 = 
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Reservations suggested. (718) 417 
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HsSSSs™ 

July 16: Thunderegg, 9:30 pm, Twin Atlas, 
10:30 pm. The Pages, 11:30 pm, FREE; July 

”ht% b 

Mob, 9 C ^pm 8 Sh^UncteL^Tl 5 pm, FR^ 





Fridays: After Work Karaoke with live DJ, 6 



takTo-30 J pmREE Play5 ^ HiP " h ° P 


i 5SZ3Z5>S S&‘~"‘ 

dr^'s&zxsi 

16: DJ Gabe, 10 pm, FREE; July 21: Rake, 9 




Life Cafe 983 

Harvey Milk, 10 pm, Khanate, midnight, $10. 983 Flushing Ave. at Central Avenue in Bush- 



cu^'iorfflavors.^'prn, FREE^iTnda^C'Groove 

33S"SSi? r * 

Black Betty 


^“^^m^F^EEi’Tuesdaysfl^HHandsf^n 
Dinero, 6 pm, FREE; Wednesdays: DJ Copa, 6 

a®ES£5£!S 




^S£fA s 5asr , **““ 

|r4,“ 1 i£ts± sst i^s^^ssspr 

of the Devil, 8 pm, $8; July 20: Joshua, 
aXa e nce?'$irdayo7'theshow°July Shrunk 

"Directo al Corazon," 10 pm, FREE; July 16: 

The Saturday Night Stomp with The 
Tombstone Brawlers, The Devil Spades, The 


P m ' FREE 22: (Downstairs)" DJs Tyronr 



Saturdays: Sinful Saturdays with DJs Tyrone 

F^Fri^^^n^^lOpm,^ 

July 16: Nouveau Soundz CD Listening for 
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Where to GO... 








Nightlife... 


SffiSSSSS 

a“cr.X'« 

SE^’pT.SSJ&IS 

pm, FREE; July 21: Red Sonja, 8 pm, 
legendary Oaks^vf pm^FREE; July' Z* 


»fl§l 

' 


ftSSSSar 



5-“~ 

IfpSBi® 

^ G Sff;T^r tin 



CORRECTION 


The July 2/9, 2005 issue of GO Brooklyn, 
restaurant. The correct number is (718) 789-56 

is (212) 868-4444. We regret the errors. 



Dealing with summer rivalries 




ART FOR KIDS 

. 4 i 

theartistryproje 1 ^ 


^FAMILY 

CLASSIFIEDS 

To advertise call (718) 834-9350 





617 - 823-7784 





MjVV sVEtl^L 

Free Mini-Manicures 

Grnsrjys 

he a referee all summer.” 

For more information, the 

or Free Temp color 

iy U mSg?toSvS°a 

[SjSft p reteens: 

jlVeeha^^J fun! fl a// *°sh er fonril / 1 

program, go to www.gordon- 

1 GINA formerly of Lulu’s is here! 1 

training.com. Or call Gordon 
Training International at (800) 
628-1197. 

Birthday Parties • Gifts • Kidz Haircuts 

KIDZ GET IN THE ZONE! 

El€nE ; B 

p* Kidz Cut Zone ** ] 

dccds^withjn^thc famdy^A 

447 6tll Avc* bet. 9th & 10th Sts. 

^ ^ 2 d 

Mon sun! ! i 1 “ pm i mmmm • 369-mo 


fj§ JtoW* 

tuny licensed ana certmea prescnooi 


,.VQ 2-4 
□ 

□ 

□ 

D 


•763 


Street [bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 



THERE’S STILL TIME TO REGISTER! 


Brooklyn Heights 


JEWISH SPORTS ACADEMY 



Dramatics • Ballet • Dance • Pony Riding • Trips • Crafts 
Judaic Study • Karate • Computers & Much, Much More!!! 



( 718 ) 501-5111 
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EMPLOYMENT 

OPPORTUNITIES 


HUMAN RESOURCES 

EMPLOYMENT 

ASSISTANT 

Maimonides Medical Center, a 
705-bed, world-class academic 
medical facility, is seeking an out- 

fill an immediate vacancy in busy 
HR dept. Not only does this posi- 
tion offer a wide variety of tasks 
to keep anyone challenged, but 
the constant customer service/ 
reception duties make every day 


skills (wc 


excellent computer 
excel, internet etc.) 
sonality to match, thi 
perfect job for you! 


background/reference che 
aswell as fax^ copy and file al 


to typing and Microsoft 


MAIMONIDES 
MEDICAL CENTER 

www.maimonidesmed.org 


Immediate Hire 

Quality Cleaners/Maids 

To clean apts & offices 
Make $400-$700/week 

Call (718) 232-2520 


M 


Join the 
McDonalds 
Family! 

Management, Crew, Main- 
tenance, and Porter posi- 
tions available. Full and Part 
time. Come apply at one of 
our Brooklyn locations. 

430 86th St. 718-238-7999 

2240 Flatbush Ave. 71 8-377-1 1 51 
1 607 Kings Highway 71 8-339-9276 
2413 86th St. 718-372-9098 
8520 20th Ave. 718-449-7432 
5470 Kings Plaza Mall 718-252-5460 
7124 3rd Ave. 718-491-0223 
357 Hamilton Ave. 71 8-624-6688 


Receptionist 

4 days per week 
Word processing 
Professional office 
Brooklyn Heights 

(718) 875-3167 w 


Carpenters Wanted 


Help Wanted 


Painters & 
Carpenters Wanted 

For high volume production inte- 
rior work. Expert craftsman only. 
5-10 yrs exp. Call Roy. 

(917)658-4503 57 


Painting Supervisor 
Wanted 

Expert P craftsman only. P 5-10 yrs 
exp. Call Roy. 

(917)658-4503 w27 


Herbalife 

Distributors Wanted 

Call Lillian for information. 

( 718 ) 621-6818 


M 


McDonalds buscamos 
personas alegres y 
amigables para 
nuestra familia. 

Posiciones abiertas para: 
Gerentes, Empleados, Man- 
tenimiento. Aplique en una 
de estas localidades. 

430 86th St. 718-238-7999 

2240 Flatbush Ave. 71 8-377-1 1 51 
1 607 Kings Highway 71 8-339-9276 
2413 86th St. 718-372-9098 
8520 20th Ave. 718-449-7432 
5470 Kings Plaza Mall 718-252-5460 
7124 3rd Ave. 718-491-0223 
357 Hamilton Ave. 71 8-624-6688 


Help Wanted P/T 


P/T Position 

Join the New York Blood 
Center and HELP SAVE LIVES! 
Brooklyn/Staten Island Blood 
Services, a division of the New 
York Blood Center, has a PT 
position available for a Team 
Assistant to work at a Fixed 
Site in downtown Brooklyn on 
Saturdays & two other days 
during the week at different 
mobile locations. Must be flex- 
ible & courteous. Will train. Up 
to 19 hrs per week. Car very 
helpful. Salary $12.70 per hr. 
Pis call: Brooklyn/ Staten 
Island Blood Services, (718) 
797-7804. 


Do you love Babies? 

National photo company seeks 
reliable person to photograph 
babies at hospital. Park Slope 
area. Morning hours, 2-3 days 
per week, no exp. nec. 

Call 1 (800) 637-9323 ext. 401. 


Income Opportunities 


"stance rates may apply 


CASH FLOW NOW 

High Weekly Commission. Sign 


V rfe SERVICES & 
MERCHANDISE 

To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


m 
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Bar Exam Tutor II Instruction 


PASS WITH EASE! 

Learn what you MUST do to pass 
the NY Bar Exam! Review prac- 
tice essays, MTPs, etc. Manage 

AFFORDABLE 6 COMPASSION- 
ATE tutor (212) 946-1336. 


Cleaning Svc Avail 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 


"Let us maintain your hallways" 

718 - 573-4165 


M'iHurpliy's iHaiits# 


>e Calls • Pick Up • Drop Off 

TECH VET 

Virus Removal 
Special - $175 
646-932-3744 

PC & Mac Specialist UFN 


For Fast Computer relief. Call 

DOCTOR 

DATA 


http://www.drdata.com 


CYTEK SOLUTIONS 

PC REPAIR SERVICES 

Pop Up Blocking - Data Recovery 
Networking - Upgrades - Virus 
removal - DSL/Cable Install 
Microsoft Certified / A+ Certified 
cytekonline.com - 917-689-3807 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal 


718-768-3804 


Merchandise For Sale 


Contemporary Art 
Dinette. 6 chairs, table ar 
unit. Excellent condition. 


Merchandise Wanted 


L(.)(.)K! 


WATCHES WANTED 
™ Highest prices paid 

212-517-8725 


SSL Bob & Judi's Coolectibles 

m LOOKING TO BUY 

from cool funky retro 
TO COUNTRY stuff 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

CALL NOW 718-638-5770 


Pet Adoption 


13 year old pug needs home. 
Must have air conditioning & 
companionship. Call Hank. 

(718) 680-8318. 


BBQ TANKS 


3 788-4331 

763-3689 ANSWER 
**-4^ 646-235-4794 DRIVER 


To advertise in 
The Brooklyn Papers: 
(718) 834-9350 



^ACCOUNTANTS 

& TAX SERVICES 

To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 


Bookkeeping 
Payroll 
Income Taxes 
Document Preparation 

Bensonhurst Office 

A. DiMartino, Accountant 

(718)372-4730 W51 


Brooklyn 



AGENTS 


% 


OUTREACH 

REAL ESTATE, INC. 

home could be worth more than you 
! Get a free market appraisal today! 

Ron Harris 


Outreach... The Real Estate Company of Choice! 

www.outreachrealestate.com 

718-531-3995 


APARTMENTS 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


Apartments, Sublets 
& Roommates 
BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 

www.Sublet.com 

Studios; 1-2 Bdrms; $800-2000 

1 -877-FOR-RENT MWJ3 

Bay Ridge 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


Park Slope 

edroom apt For Rent . . Updated 
:hen & Bath $1300 per month. 


Contact Hot Homes Realty 

@ (718) 788-5435 W28 


COMMERCIAL 

SPACE 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


7,500 SQ. FT. 
COMMERCIAL SPACE 
FOR RENT!!! 

Located at 825 Bergen Street, Bklyn NY 


CO-OPS & 
CONDOS 


For Sale / Brooklyn 


Clinton Hill 


and d/washer, hardwood floors, hie 
ceilings. Over 877 sq.ft. Avail in tl 
Spring. Contact Ron of Outreach Re 
Estate (71 8) 531-3995. W29 _ 


HOUSES 


For Sale / Brooklyn 


Bay Ridge 

75th St./ Colonial Rd. 
Opportunity to buy 2-3 fami- 
ly brick homes. Split level. 
$999,999 each. Call Agent. 

(917) 476-5430 


Boerum Hill 

sic 3-story on Douglass St. Town- 

De delivered vacant. Well priced at 
1,000. 

(718) 596-3333 


HOUSES FOR SALE — NEW JERSEY 


WHAT DO 
MAPLEWOOD/ 

South Orange, NJ 
& park Slope 

HAVE IN COMMON? 

• Fresh mozzarella • 21 breads 

• Gourmet coffee • Live jazz 
Only 29 minutes to midtown 

Visit us at www.twotowns.org 
or call: 1-800-CLOSE BY 
for free information kit or tour 


Downtown 
development 
more than 
just the Nets 

By Brian Ketcham, P.E. 

Community Consulting Services 

New York City will be changing dramatically over 
the next two decades as developers take advantage of 
the up-zoning that is being completed by the 
Bloomberg administration. Vast spaces throughout the 
city have already been rezoned for increased develop- 
ment. The most visible being the Hudson Yards in west 
Midtown Manhattan. 

Rezoning will permit huge 
developments as of right. No 
more government interven- 
tion. No more protests from 
nearby residents and busi- 
nesses. No more political 
grandstanding, pro or con. 

Nowhere is this more evident 
than in and around Down- 
town Brooklyn where nearly 
60 million square feet of new 
development has been ap- 
proved and where the folks 
who live and work in the area 
await the massive Nets arena 
project under development by 
Forest City Ratner. 

The Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce reports it is monitoring 
more than 250 individual projects throughout Brooklyn totaling, 
perhaps, 75 million square feet of new residential, commercial 
and retail space. While most of these projects are small, most of 
the larger ones are concentrated in the Downtown area. 

B rooklyn is facing development double the size of the 
Hudson Yards, more than seven times the rebuilding of the 
World Trade Center. Yet, none of the planning and public 
largess that has gone into those Manhattan projects is evident in 
Brooklyn. The consequence is that the city is making no com- 
mitment to providing the infrastructure to support tens millions 
of square feet of new development. 

The city argues that, while they have rezoned Brooklyn to ac- 
commodate tens of millions of square feet of residential, com- 
mercial, institutional and retail space, there is no guarantee that 
it will actually be developed. So why spend billions of govern- 
ment dollars for infrastructure that won’t be needed? 

Others believe that if the development does materialize, we 
can then address the infrastructure problem. The problem with 
this reasoning is that it takes decades to develop, engineer, fi- 
nance and build new infrastructure. New development is market 
and cost driven. Although no one can guarantee the market over 
the next 20 or 30 years, the city is making it so easy for devel- 
opers to build with re-zoning, tax abatements and eminent do- 
main, and Brooklyn was booming even without these incentives, 
there is every likelihood close to full development will occur. 

By sheer demographics, the market very likely is there. The 
region’s planners are anticipating another 250,000 residents in 
Brooklyn over the next 20 years, 125,000 more people seeking 
employment and another 123,000 jobs in Brooklyn and 500,000 
more jobs in Manhattan. We will need more housing in Brook- 
lyn, a county starved for affordable housing; we will need more 
office buildings and other places for new jobs to locate. The de- 
mand for new development looks strong. 

W hat is MISSING is the supporting infrastructure, and in par- 
ticular, the additional roadway capacity to accommodate 
another 200,000 auto trips, the added subway service to ac- 
commodate another 400,000 subway trips, the improved and ex- 
panded bus service to accommodate another 100,000 bus riders. 

The New York City Department of Transportation recently re- 
leased a revealing overview of transportation conditions in 
Downtown Brooklyn. It reports that our subways are crowded 
during peak hours but have some capacity in the shoulder hours 
(the hour before and after the peak hour), but that our local roads 
are at capacity for the entirety of commuter periods and that the 
Brooklyn-Queens Expressway is at capacity for much of the day, 
spilling over onto local streets. It also reports that office space 
will double to 22 million square feet, that more than a third of 
the people who work in Downtown Brooklyn drive, most alone, 
and that this proportion has been growing. It warns Brooklyn 
that any additional development will be hard to accommodate 
without careful planning and accommodation. 

The Department of Transportation should bring its candor to 
the city and state agencies that are promoting development in 
Downtown Brooklyn and come up with a commitment compa- 
rable to those for Manhattan’s World Trade Center site and the 
Hudson Yards site. What they would find is that Downtown 
Brooklyn needs about $5 billion in new infrastructure to accom- 
modate the development that has already been approved. 

There are a number of things that can be done to improve 
travel into and through Downtown Brooklyn. Governor Pataki 
supports a LIRR connection from Lower Manhattan to Kennedy 
Airport. He actually has $2 billion in terrorist money dedicated 
to the overall $5 billion price tag for this project, but this project 
is not cost effective without two additions — connect the service 
to the Second Avenue Subway and provide four stations in 
Downtown Brooklyn. 

The MTA should save 200 of the 900 subway cars they will 
scrap in 2008. These should be rehabilitated and placed in serv- 
ice throughout the city as demand grows. The obstacle is that the 
MTA does not now have the storage capacity to expand their 
subway fleet. If the MTA continues to conceal the need to ex- 
pand the yards, it will never be able to add any trains, regardless 
of demand and crowding will just get worse. 

London and Paris have catapulted bus travel into the 21st cen- 
tury with Bus Rapid Transit, taking advantage of GPS (global 
positioning systems) and other communications technology to 
track buses and manage their flow. Bus Rapid Transit is the best 
hope to entice motorists out of their cars, especially those from 
the high auto-commuting areas of Brooklyn not serviced by the 
subway. 

T o pay for all this, New York politicians need to forego 
flim-flam financing and screw up the courage to tap the last 
remaining source that is not paying its fair share of trans- 
port costs: drivers who cross the East River bridges and the 60th 
Street cordon free of any charge. This action will not only bring 
in sufficient funds to pay for the Second Avenue Subway and ail 
the transportation essential to make Downtown Brooklyn devel- 
opment a success, but it will change travel patterns in the Down- 
town area so dramatically that, by itself, it will make new devel- 
opment possible. 

The city Department of Transportation report described above 
also estimates that nearly half the traffic moving through Down- 
town Brooklyn is motorists seeking free access to Manhattan. 
By saving a few bucks, these Manhattan-bound motorists are 
creating traffic chaos in Downtown Brooklyn, usurping the road 
space needed for Brooklyn development and threatening the 
health, safety and comfort of everyone who lives, works and 
shops in the Downtown area. 

Downtown Brooklyn has an opportunity to become a truly 
model urban environment, a lively walking city in which people 
of every shade and income level can enjoy neighborhood streets, 
good housing and jobs, connected by transit to almost every- 
where. However, without careful planning and sound financing, 
we will shoot ourselves in the foot. And, Senator Charles 
Schumer’s warning about the promise of Downtown Brooklyn 
will become our reality: “If they can’t get here, they will not 

The test of our resolve is the proposal by Forest City Ratner 
to build a sports and entertainment arena as the enticement for 
the right to plop 17 towers, dwarfing Co-op City, at the bor- 
ough’s most congested crossroads. The giddy unquestioning em- 
brace (or deafening silence) of most of our elected officials of 
what may be the proverbial straw that breaks the camel’s back 
portends that we will forfeit our last chance for a transparent en- 
vironmental assessment that honestly defines conditions for 
showering subsidies on the best use of a major public asset. It 
will be a tragic loss to everyone. 
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To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P.C. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 

Are you 


OVERWHELMED 


By your debt? Have you considered 


BANKRUPTCY? 


FREE CONSULTATION 

Call Richard S. Feinsilver Esq. 

1 - 800 - 479-6330 

111 Livingston Street, Brooklyn • www.feinlawyer.com 


PERSONAL INJURY 

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 
Exclusive Plaintiff’s Practice 
Automobile - Construction - Products 

800-675-8556 

GREGORY S. GENNARELLI, ESQ 

The Woolworth Building 
233 Broadway - Suite 950 
New York, NY 10279 
* free consultation 


Lewis & Hand 

Attorneys at Law 
45 Main Street, Suite 818 
DUMBO • 718.243.9323 

Real Estate • Wills • Trusts 
Estates • Litigation • IP 


DIVORCE 

Act fast & protect yourself! 
Be the first to file 
- Middle income prices - 



Peter J. Mollo, Esq. 
266 Smith Street. Bklyn 

718-858-3401 E , 


Jeffrey D. Karan 

Attorney at Law 

32 Court St., Suite 1702 
718-260-9150 
• Wills & Estates • Planning 
• Family Law • Real Estate • Landlord 
• Tenant • Commercial Litigation 
• Accidents • Malpractice • Divorce 
Evenings and home 
visits available R24 



All Chapter 7 Bankruptcy $495* 

FREE CONSULTATION 

800 540-0822 

OVER 10,000 CASES FILED 

ALSO CHAPTER 13, 11, Divorce, Accidents, Slip & Falls 

STEINBERG, FINEO, BERGER & FISCHOFF, P.C. 
Ill Livingston Street, Suite 1110 
Brooklyn, New York 11201 

Also Queens, Nassau & Suffolk Offices 

* from, plus filing fee ^ 
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^HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 



“Quality Work 
by Trained- 
Professionals” 


USA 

Exterminators , Inc. 

Termite & Pest Control Experts 

718-832-0900 

FREE In-home Termite Inspections 


• Termite Protection Plans 

• Low Rates 

• On Time Service 

• Free Estimates 

• Monthly Service Plans 

COMMERCIAL 

• Factories & Warehouses 

RESIDENTIAL 


PEST CONTROL SERVICES 

Free Pest Estimates 
• Roaches • Rats • Flea Control 

• Bed Bugs • Wasps • Moths 

• Hornets • Ticks 

• Bees • Squirrels 

Specializing in Bird Removal 
Using Safe, Non-Toxic Methods 
FREE ESTIMATES 
We Carry Do It Yourself 
Pest Control Products. 

475 Third Avenue, Brooklyn , NY 11215 


\j£z 
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USA EXTERMINATORS 


■ Residential • Commercial 
I "Safest Methods Used" 

J 71 8-832-0900 


> u Can Depend On 


Licensed & Insured 


Zi^ Zi ^ /r^ Zi^ Zi ^ ZT^^ 


Air Conditioning 


DAN'S Not a Lot of 
Money Air Conditoning 

Buy One A/C 
Get One FREE 


.m Air Con 
rs • Servict 


ining 


Always On Time Service 

(718) 980-9019 


Antiques Bought 


MinilMis 

.vvuyutovvu//^ . 


All Old Furniture 
Fine Jewelry & 

Old Costume Jewelry 
One Piece Or The Entire Estate 

TOP PRICES PAID 

Anything Old 


Appliance Repairs 


Raja Appliance Repair 

REPAIR ALL MAJOR BRANDS 

Refrigerators, A/C, Microwaves, 
Ovens, Stoves, Dishwashers, Washers 

Satisfaction Guaranteed. Est. 1988. 

(718) 377-1428 
(917)714-9446 R2 , 


AWARD WINNING UCENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

• From Conception to Completion 

• Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules 


Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 1 1 21 7 

TEL (71 8) 596-2379 

FAX (71 8) 596-2579 
EMAILfelix63@aol.com UFN 


Bathrooms & Kitchens 


Kitchen & Bathroom Specialists 
Expert Tub & Tile Reglazing 

PAINTING • SHEETROCK • TAPING 

(718) 838-0723 
(91 7) 299-4549 

Honest dr Reliable • Free Estimates 


- Cabinet Fair - 


European designs. 

241 37th St. (across Costco 
(718) 369-1402 
www.cabinetfair.com 


KNOCKOQT 

Renovations 

Lots of References! 

QR Magazine's 
"Top 500 Contractors" 
COMPLETE RENOVATIONS, 
KITCHENS, BATHROOMS, 
All Work Guaranteed 
Licensed by Consumer Affairs 
Lie#: 1065708 

(718) 745-0722 

www.knockoutrenovation.com 


Architectural Design 
Interior Renovations 

'“lI* Commercial 

Residential 

Custom Renovation 
ZZZct- Specialist 


i*L _ 

HLEVEL ONE 

CONSTRUCTION CORP 

1 (917) 847-8307 


Custom Finish Carpentry 
Plastering • Painting 
Wallpapering 
All Phases of Tile Work 
Hardwood Flooring 
Finished Basements & Extensions 
We are licensed and insured and 
we guarantee all of our work 
LICENSE #HIC1099974 

718-979-0913 w42 

Y&R 

Competitive 

Construction 

Custom work, Remodeling, 
Carpentry, plastering, paint- 
ing, wallpaper removal and 
hanging, we also install ceiling 
mouldings, floor moulding, 
doors & locks. 

AMERICAN & EUROPEAN 
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 
FREE ESTIMATES 

(718) 769-0236 

BAUEN 

CONSTRUCTION 

COMPLETE RENOVATIONS 
KITCHENS • BATHS 
BASEMENTS • ADDITIONS 
CARPENTRY • PAINTING 
WINDOWS • SHEETROCK 
FULLY INSURED 

FREE ESTIMATES 

(718) 668-2063 

BUILDING OUR REPUTATION 


. Chris Mullins gtb 
I Contracting ^ 


718-276-8558 


EAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 

Roofing • Waterproofing 
Painting • Plastering 
Carpentry • Sheetrock 
Tile • Stucco • Pointing 
Scaffold • Brick & 
Cement Work 
License # 904813 • Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES 


718-686-1100 


NORTHEASTERN 

CONTRACTING 

Complete Alterations 
& Remodeling 
EXTERIOR & INTERIOR 

Stripping & Refinishing • Finished Basements 
Room Additions • Complete Kitchens & Baths 




Ask for George: 1 -347-724-6540 


The Total Contractor 


Total quality materials 

Total experience 
- pro craftsmen only 
Total prompt, kept scheduling 
Total back-up - advice and 

Total Property Services, Inc. 

Call for free job analysis and estimate. 

212-678-6122 

Dorothy 


DECKS 

by Bart 


7L) 

ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 
Free Estimates 
Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr. 
www.decksbybart.com 


f fof 1 

Ufl ( 


Licensed Electricians 


No Job Too Small 
: amily Owned & Operated for over 35 years 

(718)966-4801 R38 


» PT Installations 
Electrical Contractor 

Licensed & Insured/ Residential-Commercial 


7 ANT TERMITE 

s 1 

Residential & 

Commercial save a Sample 

Since 1969 Father & Son 
Owned and Operated 

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL 
Difficult Termite Problems 
- Our Specialty 

Bees • Fleas • Bedbugs^ ^ . 
Moths • Mice • Rats 

TRAPPING -f&ZU 
Squirrels • Cats • Raccoons 

LICENSED & INSURED 


FREE ESTIMATES 

259-8799 


Floor Maintenance 


BILL'S FLOORS 

WOOD FLOOR SPECIALIST 


718-238-9064 


FREE ESTIMATES 


ADIRONDACK 
FLOOR SANDING 

Expert Repairs & Installations 

Guaranteed Quality & Satisfaction 
10 Years Serving Brooklyn 

(917) 838-7549 
(718)645-0112 R37 

- Act floors - 

floor installation. Borders & patterns, 
tions, plastering & painting. 

(718) 363-2593 Office 
(917) 219-0146 Pager 

FREE ESTIMATES X29 


Gardening 


£ i“H’S SPRING” 

Wake up Your Garden 

Garden Service 

Annuals - Perennials, Herbs 
Maintenance - General Clean up 

718-753-9741 ? 


dig 

f design Sc maintenance 


4 (646) 489-5121 
1(917) 922-6449 

f www.gardendig.eom 


Handyman Special 

Bathrooms • Siding • Roofing 

(718) 848-1584 


CALL NED 


Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 X3 , 


Home Improvement 


A&C Home 
Remodeling 

* Kitchens * Bathrooms 
* Plastering * Finished Basements 

* Sheetrock * Taping 

* Suspended Ceilings 

* Interior & Exterior Painting 
* Floors * Tiling 

Call Anthony 

(718) 968-0820 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 


Locks • Alarms • Gates 


Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 


Movers (Licensed) 


State 2 State 

Moving & Storage 

TAKE ADVANTAGE 
OF OUR LOWEST 
SUMMER RATE! 

FL, NC, SC, VA, GA, TX, 
CA, AZ, MA, VT, AL, LA 

Free Box Delivery & Estimate 
Licensed & Insured 

1 (866) 491-4191 


US DOT#1178151 


^SUPK^ 

^ MOVING 

(71 8) 339-1 339 


Movers (Licensed) 




«*4. 

We do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 

TOP HAT MOVERS 


Dave's D.J. Moving 
& Storage Available 

Written Binding Estimates Available. 


(718) 843-4417 


Moving Supplies 


We carry a full 
line of packing & 
moving supplies 


41 Schemerhorn St. 
718.858.6969 R3 



S LJNSHINE 
PAII\ITIt\IG 
CO. 

NYS Registered 1974 
LIC# 0933304 
lnt./Ext. * Comm./Resid. 

MASTER @ PLASTER 
DRYWALL • SKIM COAT 
sunshinepaintingny.com 
Call Anton 

toll free 866-748-6990 

B.B.B. + Rating! Lowest Prices! 


-■*+ 


718-4 39-7309 


FRED BECKER 

Painting*Plastering' 


IK GUARANTEED 


(718) 853-0750 


fp 

- La 


rofessional 

ainting 


Call 718-720-0565 


FAUX 

PAINTING 

(917) 751-6991 


$100 PER ROOM 

2 Coats Free. Minor Plastering 
from $100. Reliable & Clean. High 

Days 1-917-371-7086 
Eves 1-718-921-2932 x _. 


Interiors 

Painting • Decorative Surfaces 
Plastering • Paper Hanging 

FREE ESTIMATES/FULLY INSURED 

718.522.3534 


fraPl Finishing Touch 

^ PAINTING 

OWNER OPERATED 

"Top Quality Work, Dependable 


Call (718) 332-7041 


John Haviaras 

PAINTING 


718-921-6176 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

718-834-0470 


ROMANO \ 
PAINTBRUSH"-’ 

EXPERT PAINTING & WALLPAPERING 

Paper Hanging 
Paper Removal • Staining 
Contracting • Fine Finishes 
Plastering • Spraying • Taping 

509 6th St. B’klyn, NY 

OFFICE 

(800) 820-3309 

CELL 

(917) 626-1212 


Absolute 
Plastering Inc. 


ALL ABOUT 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

* Fully Licensed & Insured * 

* Complete Expert Plumbing, 
Heating & Drain Cleaning * 

* Boilers/Water Heaters 
Repaired & Installed, Leaks 


Fixed, Bathroc 

* Watermains & Sewers 
Repaired & Installed * 

* Reasonable Rates * 

* All Work Guaranteed * 

* 24/7 Emergency Service * 

(718) 273-1388 


i JT* -*• HOMEOWNERS! 

Ijpl’- Leaky Roof? 

■ . ' Need A Flat Roof? 
- f ’Zxfl. Don't Get Burned. 

Do It The SAFE "Cool" Way 

CRYSTAL ROOFING 

1-71 8-238-9433 


Schwamberger 

Contracting 

All Roofing, Rubber, Metal, Skylights. 


718-646-4540 


Rubbish Removal 


1 0 Yard Containers 

$325 

5 yard dumpsters - $219 




It Do All The Loading & Clean-U 
Old Furniture & Appliances 
Office, Home & Yard Clean-Ups 
Construction & Renovation Debris 
Single Items To Multiple Truckloads 
On-Time Service • Up-Front 


Demolition 

6, 10, & 15 yard contain* 
Serving the Community 
(ember Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
Prompt & Professional • 24hr - 7 days 

(866) MR-RUBBISH 

6 7 - 7 8 2 2 4 
CELL 917-416-8322 
Lie: BIC-1 180 Fully Insured 
10th year with The Brooklyn Papers 


^VETERANS 

CARTING CORP, 

Rubbish/Construction 
Debris Removal 
Roll-Off Container Service 
Homeowners/Contractors 
Welcome 

Estate, Storefront, Garage, 
Renovations, Clean Outs 

FREE ESTIMATES 

(718) 238-3649 

merwai 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 


3 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


Licensed & Insured 


MTI 


Work Fully Guaranteed 

Painting & 
Restoration 


Residential/Commercial 
Decorative Finishes Avaialble 

(718) 924-4856 Paint and Contractors of America 
MTI - Because it's time to paint! 


8313 Ditmas Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11236 
718-451-0500 
Fax: 718-451-9763 
www.sheldorado.com 


FREE ESTIMATES! 



Cee Dee 

PROFESSIONAL 

CONTRACTORS 


Broken or Missing 
Baluster/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 

(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 


Call; 718-893-4006 



Rubbish Removal 


Rubbishworks 

“The Affordable Alternative” 

QWe Recycle 

Rubblish Removal 
& Cleanouts 

Wood • Metal • Construction Debris 
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
INTERIOR DEMOLITION 

TOLL FREE 

(866) 884-6000 

Containers 10, 20, 30 yds 

Best Prices in Town 


Dee's 

Clean Up Service 

Gutters • Attics • Basements 
Garages • Rubbish Removal, etc. 
ALL BOROUGHS - 24/7 

( 917 ) 863-5870 
( 718 ) 978-8607 w 


AD AX Inc. 


17-533-8306 


John 

Costelloe 


John Costelloe (718) 768-7610 


Sunshine 

J Land fit Tree, Inc. 

Tree Removal and Pruning 
Land clearing, stumps ground 
Licensed & Insured H** 

718-627-1014/516-546-5447 


JC TREE SERVICE 

Tree Removal Pruning 
Stump Grinding Toppings 
Free Load of Wood Chips 
No Job Too Big or Too Small 
Senior Discount Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured 

718-896-2158 917-721-5356 

Ask for Juan 


Upholstery 


• New foam cushions 

• Window Treatments 
and verticals 

•Table Pads 


Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


718-263-8383 

30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Boros 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Repair ALL TYPES of windows. 

Custom Window Installation 
Licensed & Insured • Reasonable Rates 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 

Recapture the original beauty of 
your fine architectural woodwork. We 
strip-restore-refinish doors, mantels, 
columns, shutters, banisters with 
removers and finishes. Careful consid- 
erate workmanshipsince 1959. Call the 
P ilk tZlope stripping Team 
@ 718 783-4112. 

www.RefinishNY.com 


Woodworking 


Custom Cabinetry 

Designed, made & installed with care 

Estimates are Free / All Work Guaranteed 
Lie #1141417 • Insured 

Russell (718) 258-0976 
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ENCA CEMENTS 

Cass - Catton 

Christina Elizabeth Cass, of Park 
Slope, and James Robert Catton, of 
Surrey, England, plan to be married on 
Sept. 4, 2005, in New Canaan, Conn., 
at the St. Aloysius Catholic Church. 
Monsignor Scheyd and Father Rufin 
will officiate. 

The bride-to-be is a self-employed 
producer and director, and is the daugh- 
ter of Laurence and Helen Cass of 
Stamford, Conn. She attended Stam- 
ford High School and Fordham Univer- 

The groom-to-be is an entertainment 
manager and is the son of Charlotte and 
the late Eric Catton. 

How did you meet? 

The bride says: “We met on a cruise 
around South America. He was assis- 
tant cruise director, and I was traveling 
with my family. I thought he was a to- 
tal jerk at first, but once I heard his mu- 
sic (he’s a composer) I figured, ‘There’s 
no way a total jerk could write such 
magnificent, sensitive music ...’I was 
hooked. 

“Since he was at sea, on a cruise 
ship, it was very difficult to get togeth- 
er. We called and wrote a lot of letters. 
The only times we got to see each other 
for the next eight or nine months was 



when his cruise ship was docked in 
Manhattan. He couldn’t go off the ship, 
due to immigration issues, and I could- 
n’t go onto his ship to visit him. 

“So I’d go to the Intrepid, which was 
docked right next to his ship, and we’d 
have conversations from 20 feet!” 

Who proposed, and how? 

The bride says: “About one year af- 
ter we met, James proposed to me 
while dancing at the 150-year-old 
Blackpool Ballroom, in Blackpool, 
England. We were doing a Spike Lee 
sort of spin while we were dancing, and 
James asked me if I would marry him. 
He had to repeat it three times, because 
although I’ve never been at a loss for 
words, I was then! Took me completely 
by surprise. Finally, he said, ‘Maybe 
now’s not the right time.’ 

“Three weeks later he asked again on 


bended knee, and I was able to utter (at 
last) an appropriate answer! It turns out 
he had bought the ring months earlier, 
because he was so sure about us. We 
met in March 2003, and he proposed in 
June 2004.” 

WEDDINGS 


Fong - Egozi 

Samantha A. Fong, 35, and Alon 
Egozi, 39, who reside in Park Slope, 
were married on June 4 in Katonah, N.Y. 

The bride is the daughter of Richard 
and Senna Fong, of River Edge, N.J., 
where she grew up. She attended River 
Dell High School, as well as Villanova 
University and Rutgers Law School. 
She is currently employed by the 
Hodgson Russ law firm. 

The groom is the son of Lily and the 
late Raphael Egozi, of West Orange, 
N.J. He attended Mountain High 
School and the New Jersey Institute of 
Technology, and is currently employed 
as a project engineer for a bridge paint- 
ing business. 

The couple met at a mutual friend’s 
birthday party in the fall of November 
2001 and became engaged in July 2004. 

Lovely wedding 

The bride says: “It was a beautiful 
garden wedding held at an outdoor con- 
cert location called Caramoor, in Ka- 



tonah. Japanese lanterns fit the way and 
the atmosphere was filled with the 
smell of fragrant peonies and irises. 
Both the ceremony and reception were 
held outdoors in the sunken garden un- 
der a big tent. The guests danced, drank 
and ate under the stars.” 

Who proposed, and how? 

The bride says: “Alon proposed at 
the foot of the lighthouse at Robert 
Moses State Park during a vacation to 
Fire Island. He said, ‘Let’s not tell any- 
one — keep it just between us.’ I 
agreed. But the moment we got home, 
he started telling everyone!” 

Visit www.TheBrooklynBride.com 
to submit your wedding or engage- 
ment announcement. Announce- 
ments are run on a space available 
basis. Our next issue is Aug. 73. 


And the winner is... 

Dyker Heights couple wins our 7-day cruise 


T he winners of The Brooklyn 
Bride June cruise giveaway, spon- 
sored by Michael C. Fina, are 
Karen Dean and Michael Rizak, of 
Dyker Heights, who plan to be married 
on Oct. 27, 2006. 

The bride-to-be is the daughter of 
Robin and John Dean, who now live in 
New Jersey. Dean attended New Utrecht 
High School. 

The groom-to-be is the son of Chris- 
tine and Charlie Rizak, of Dyker 
Heights. He is a graduate of Bishop 
Ford High School and is employed by 
the city Department of Sanitation. 

The couple started dating in April 
2000, and were engaged in 2003. 

How did you meet? 

Says Dean: “We were both working at 
the Gap on 86th Street and Fifth Avenue. 
He was going out with another girl, but I 
didn’t think she was treating him very 
well. So I made my intentions known. 
Says Rizak: “She was right!” 

Who proposed, and how? 

Says Dean: “Well, I actually proposed 
to him. I had been on vacation visiting 


relatives in Minnesota for two weeks. 
When I got back, he told me, he hadn’t 
been able to sleep while I was gone. I 
decided to take advantage of all that 
sleep deprivation; I figured he can’t say 
‘no,’ he’s just too tired!” 

Concerns about the wedding: 

Says Rizak: “The expenses are one 
area of concern, and it’s also tough 
agreeing on plans. I would like it to be a 
really memorable event, taking place in 
Scotland or Ireland. But our families are 
not big on traveling.” 

Says Dean: “Having it outdoors is re- 
ally important to us both, especially with 
the autumn leaves looking so great that 
time of year. We’re thinking about the 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden as a place.” 

The seven-day cruise-for-two will 
take Dean and Rizak to either the 
Caribbean or the Mexican Riviera, de- 
pending on the couple’s preference. 

To enter to win The Brooklyn Bride 
July 2005 seven-day cruise-for-two, 
sponsored by Michael C. Fina, fill out 
the form below, or visit our Web site 
at www.TheBrooklynBride.com. 



Michael Rizak and Karen Dean receive their cruise from Jeffrey Fina (at 
right), vice president of Michael C. Fina. 


Win a honeymoon 

Enter The Brooklyn Bride contest to win a 7-night cruise for two 
to the Caribbean or Mexican Riviera, sponsored by Michael C. Fina 



0 Carnival 



On Carnival, Norwegian or Royal Caribbean Cruise lines. Packaged by Mini Vacations Inc. 

Contest open to engaged couples & couples 
married since Jan. 1. Enter by Aug. 3. 

Mail to: July Contest, The Brooklyn Bride, c/o The Brooklyn Papers, 

55 Washington St, Ste 624, Brooklyn, NY 1 1 201 . Entries must be received by Wed. Aug. 3. 

Or enter online at www.TheBrooklynBride.com. Entries must be received by Wed. Aug. 3. 

BRIDE'S NAME: 

GROOM'S NAME: 

WEDDING DATE (between January 1, 2005 and December 2007): 

STREET ADDRESS: 

CITY, STATE & ZIP: 

DAYTIME PHONE: EVENING PHONE: 

E-MAIL ADDRESS: 

NAME AND RELATION OF PERSON SUBMITTING ENTRY: 

□ BRIDE □ GROOM □ OTHER (SPECIFY) 






Frajean Salon 

Full Bridal Services: Formal styling and makeup application 




• multi-dimensional color and highlighting • hair extensions! infusions 
• manicure! pedicure • body waxing • massage • facials 

69 Seventh Avenue (Lincoln/Berkeley) 718-622-4448 Open Tues-Sun 


Showers • Parties • Receptions up to 250 Guests! 

Catering for Bridal Showers, Engagement Parties, Rehearsal Dinners, 
Wedding Receptions, & post-Wedding Brunches with a spectacular 
Manhattan skyline view next to the Brooklyn Bridge. 


• ■H:"; 


by 8 Brooklyn • 1 Main St in DUMBO, Brooklyn • (718) 222-0666 
ww.bubbys.com • For catering info: contact JoJo (jojo@bubbys.com) 


spectacular' 

‘Invitation 



* * * * 


Weddings 

******* 

Showers 

******* 

All Occasions 

******* 
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SUMMER SAMPLE SALE 


wedding bowns 


Bridesmaid gowns $25 and up 


with every bridal gown 
purchased by August 30, 2005 


Full line of Bridal gowns by: 

Eve of My Lady • Dmetrios for Illissa • Maggie Sottero • More Lee 
Moonlight Designs • Royal Couture • Christina Wu • Mon Cheri 
Jovani Fashions • Venus Bridal • Allred Angelo • Bill Levkoff & more 
Old World Alterations On Site • Handcrafted Headpieces and Veils 
Redesign & Custom Gowns • All Faiths and Tastes Accomodated 


3Qlly’s 

/Vreations 

^ Bridal 


7217 18 th Avenue 

Bensonhurst 


Michael C. Fina 

Every Brand - Every Style - For Everyone 


Calling All Brooklyn Brides! 


Fun Games: Guess the price of a table setting & 
Win a pair of Champagne Flutes! 


Have your wedding at the 


Greaory Hotel 

^ f Formerly The Comfort Inn & 


Deluxe Accommodations 
Special Wedding Guest Rates: 

Jan-Feb - 20% off reg. rates • Mar-Aug - 15% off reg. rates 
Sep-Oct - 10% off reg. rates • Nov-Dec - 15% off reg. rates 

For Reservations: (718) 238-3737/800-4-GREGORY 
8315 4th Avenue • Located In Scenic Bay Ridge, Brooklyn 


FABULOUS HAIR, GLAMOROUS MAKE-UP 

SH SALON SETTING 


Bruno 


SALON AND SPA 
) 7 i 8 . 92 i.O 736 WWW.BRUNOSALONANDSPA.COM 



Cinderella for a day 


From pumpkin-shaped carriages 
to Rolls Royces, how to exit and 
arrive at your ceremony in style 

By Ajla Grozdanic 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

I t’s a rare little girl who hasn’t 
dreamed of being Cinderella — at 
least for a day. 

The fantasy goes something like this: 

Her life is about to change when she ar- 
rives at the grandiose ball in a pumpkin 
carriage pulled by a set of beautiful, 
white horses. Her entrance is announced 
by royal trumpeters. And inside the en- 
chanted palace, er, reception hall. Prince 
Charming awaits, ready to sweep her off 
her feet and dance the night away. 

No longer the stuff of childhood 
dreams, fairytales are becoming reality 
for women of all ages in Brooklyn. Be- 
lieve it or not, there is a fairy godmother 
out there waiting to turn you into a Cin- 
derella for a day. 

But she doesn’t work for free. You 
must supply the necessary coin along 
with a healthy dose of imagination. 

The other catch? 

It’s BYOP. (Bring Your Own Prince.) 

And it would help if the two of you were 
ready to get married. 

“We get a lot of brides in their 30s and 
40s, but 80 percent of the brides are in 
their 20s,” said Paula Valentine, one of 
New York’s fairy godmothers and co- 
owner of the Bronx-based Valentine Car- 
riage, which specializes in storybook 
weddings and other events. 

For brides who want to live out their 
fantasy to the fullest, Paula and her son, 

Richie Valentine, have added an en- 
closed, transparent Cinderella pumpkin 
carriage to their fleet. 

“The pumpkin carriage is getting 
more and more popular,” Valentine told 
GO Brooklyn. 

The carriage comes equipped with 
two white horses and two coachmen 


Sowt/eb ^ftdc/e 

Valentine Carriage (88 South 
Durham Estate Rd„ Acra, NY 12405) can 
be reached at (800) 529-8819 or via their 
Web site, www.ValentineCarriage.com. 

For more information about Fanfare 
Brass Costumed Trumpeters, call I 


.fan- 


423-6327 or visit their Web site wv 
farebrass.com. 

For information e 
rentals, call Excalibur E> 
ousine (9307 Third Ave. at 93rd Street in 
Bay Ridge) at (718) 745-3443 or visit their 


Web sit 


ill Ex- 


ecutive Stretch Co. (2342 West Seventh 
St. at 86th Street in Gravesend) at (718) 
351-3645 or (718) 449-2400 or visit ' ' 
Web site at www.executivestretch.ee 


dressed in elegant blue and silver attire 
(that’s definitely not from this century). 
The fee of $1,500 will get you the fairy- 
tale package for three hours. The full 
royal treatment includes Richie announc- 
ing the bride’s parents as the king and 
queen upon their arrival to the ceremony. 

“We announce them as the royal fam- 
ily,” explained Valentine. 

She says the exact phrasing is change- 
able but usually goes something like: 
“Her Royal Majesty, mother of the bride, 
Queen — insert real name — and His 
Royal Majesty, father of the bride, King 
Edward or Richard — or whatever his 
name is — of Bensonhurst or Staten Is- 
land — or wherever they are from. 

“Fathers love it,” said Paula. 

Richie also announces the bride as a 
princess. After the church ceremony, he 
makes a final announcement, honoring 
the bride and the groom for the first time 
together as prince and princess of their 
home neighborhood. 

The Valentines have helped thousands 
of blushing brides make a fairytale en- 



Just the two of us: The Rolls Royce Corniche from Excalibur Extravagan- 
za Limousine is an elegant option for a bride and her groom. 



Then and now: (Top) A horse-drawn, pumpkin-shaped coach from Valen- 
tine Carriage brings a bride to her Carroll Gardens ceremony on July 2. 
(Above) Executive Stretch offers an 1 8-passenger limobus, roomy enough 
to allow the bride space to stand up and walk around on her way to and 
from her wedding. 


trance on their big day, rain or shine. 
Snow, on the other hand, is a bit tougher 
on the horses. 

Billy and Stormy, two 1,800-pound 
white draft horses, were used in a Bath 
Beach Cinderella wedding in May. This 
breed, commonly used in farm labor as 
well as to pull carriages, is larger than the 
average horse. Adorned with feathers 
and hearts, they were a crowd-pleasing 
attraction in their own right, as they ele- 
gantly arrived at St. Finbar’s Roman 
Catholic Church with the bride and her 

“We do hundreds of weddings a 
year,” said Paula. “Sometimes three to 
four weddings in one day.” 

Because of the growing demand, the 
Valentines recommend booking the car- 
riage six months to a year in advance. At 
present, six white horses and six different 
carriages are available for rental. 

Transportation alternatives 

For a less expensive fantasy, non-Cin- 
derefla types can choose from Valentine 
Carriage’s selection of more convention- 
al open and enclosed coaches and car- 
riages which, at $950 for three hours, 
come with white horses and coachmen 
dressed in top hats, tails, breeches and 
tall boots. 

Brides who have outgrown the fairy- 
tale stage of their life and would like to 
adapt their wedding to the 21st century, 
have the option of making their grand 
entrance — and exit — in a sharp-look- 
ing stretch limousine. 

The classically elegant bride can make 
her mark in an always chic Rolls Royce. 
The two-passenger Corniche is in the 
$600 to $720 price range, while the four- 
passenger Princess can be booked at 
$450 for three hours at Excalibur Extrav- 
aganza Limousine in Bay Ridge. 

While some modem brides may opt 
for the standard Lincoln Towncar, which 
seats 12 and costs $400 for three hours, 
other contemporary brides’ needs might 
be met with a more SUV-style vehicle. 
Excalibur’s 24-passenger Hummer 
($900 for three hours) or their newest ad- 
dition, Infinity QX56 ($1000 for three 
hours), are popular choices for large 
wedding parties. 


Some brides rent two limos, one for 
the married couple and the other for the 
bridal party, said Michael Mallia, owner 
of Executive Stretch in Bensonhurst. A 
popular classical combination, he said, is 
the company’s signature four-passenger 
1933 Packard ($800 for three hours) for 
the bride and groom and a 14-passenger 
Lincoln ($300 for three hours) for the 
wedding party. A more hip couple, 
Mallia said, might opt for an eight-pas- 
senger Jaguar ($700 for three hours) or 
Mercedes ($800 for three hours) for 
themselves and an 18-passenger Cadillac 
Escalade or a Hummer H2 (both $800 
for three hours) for their party. 

One of the newest trends, said Denise 
Bannard, one of Mallia’ s employees, is 
the limo bus ($700 for three hours). The 
18-passenger vehicle looks like a 
minibus on the outside, while its interior 
resembles a high-tech entertainment 
room, complete with couches, television 
screens and DVD players. 

“Brides like it because you can stand 
up in it and walk around,” said Bannard. 

There seems to be a way for every 
bride to make an unforgettable grand en- 
trance, no matter how classically under- 
stated, cutting edge or just plain extrava- 
gant her style may be. 

“It was beautiful,” Valentine said of 
the Bath Beach wedding. “People were 
waiting outside, she said, cheering and 
clapping as the trumpet players an- 
nounced the bride’s arrival. 

“She looked like a princess.” 

The 20-something Midwood bride in 
question made her fairytale complete 
with a band of four trumpeters from the 
Fanfare Brass company. They played 
“Here Comes the Bride” and other cele- 
bratory tunes as the bride arrived at the 
church in the pumpkin carriage and, af- 
terwards, as she rode off into the sunset 
(to her reception hall in Coney Island) to- 
gether with her prince in a Mercedes lim- 
ousine, followed by the bridal party rid- 
ing in a Lincoln Navigator and a 
Hummer stretch. 

And although it does not come with 
an ever-after marriage guarantee, a 
horse-drawn carriage plus the royal treat- 
ment, will ensure that at least your wed- 
ding day feels like a fairytale. 


Don’t go bridal 

How-to book puts focus on being a calmer, happier bride 


By Lisa J. Curtis 

The Brooklyn Bride Editor 

W hile a bride might purchase a 
dozen bridal gown magazines 
and reception how-to books to 
prepare for her big day, it’s a rare 
woman who considers taking a walk 
down the bookstore’s self-help aisle. 

While the fashion mags and party 
planning literature are important for a 
bride who understandably wants to look 
her best as well as orchestrate a meaning- 
ful, memorable reception and ceremony, 
those publications rarely address the neg- 
ative emotional reactions that an impend- 
ing wedding can trigger in a bride and 
her family. So she might need another re- 
source to deplete her rapidly diminishing 
patience and good humor. 

Because every family has issues, 
some more serious than others, and be- 
cause getting married is a life-transform- 
ing — potentially mood altering — ex- 
perience for the bride and groom, Laurie 
Sue Brockway’s new book, “Wedding 
Goddess: A Divine Guide to Transform- 
ing Wedding Stress into Wedding Bliss” 
(Perigee Books, 2005) offers sympathy 
and actual exercises to encourage the 
bride to (tactfully) confront difficult fam- 


"Wedding Goddess: A Divine Guide 
to Transforming Wedding Stress into 
Wedding Bliss," by Laurie Sue Brockway 
(Perigee Books, $16.95), is available at, 
or can be ordered through. The Book- 
mark Shoppe [6906 11th Ave. at 69th 
Street in Dyker Heights (718) 680-36801 
BookCourt [163 Court St. at Dean Street 
in Cobble Hill, (718) 875-3677] and 
Barnes & Noble [267 Seventh Ave. at 
Sixth Street in Park Slope, (718) 832- 
9066], For 


ily issues, unresolved history with past 
lovers or lessen growing distance be- 
tween the bride and groom. 

Brockway’s advice is akin to flashing 
a light under the bed. If you face the mar- 
riage-monster under the mattress, you’ll 
find that there’s nothing to it and you’ll 
be able to come to terms with setbacks 
and enjoy this important time. But if you 
don’t, you could continue to be a prison- 
er of your fears or anger — or worse, 
boil over at an inopportune time. 

A bride might not feel comfortable 
talking to her mother, friends or the 
groom about negative aspects of the wed- 



ding planning 
process because 
the engagement 
process is sup- 
posed to be a 
joyful, romantic 
time, full of an- 
ticipation. 

And for the most part, it is. 

But for those times when the bride 
needs to vent, Brockway has “nonde- 
nominational, interfaith, creative, con- 
temporary, spiritual” instructions on how 
to relieve the stress, whether its medita- 
tion techniques or seeing a therapist. 

Even if you think you’ll never be a 
candidate for an episode of “Bridezil- 
la,” every bride can get overwhelmed 
when juggling the needs of their 
groom, two families, and all of their 
friends while under financial strain. 
Brockway advises taking control by 
doing something as easy as finding a 
friendly ear. She suggests reaching out 
to a support group like the Bridal Sur- 
vival Club (available through the New 
York Wedding Group) or visiting the 
many chat sites and message boards on 
the internet such as theknot.com, 
weddingchannel.com or the “Bridezilla 
Confession Booth” at goingbridal.com. 


But most importantly 
she gives advice on how 
to slow down and simply 
enjoy the journey more: 

• Bring a camera to cap- 
ture the expressions on 
your parents’ faces when 
you tell them you are en- 
gaged, your wedding re- 
hearsal, trying on dresses, 
and other happy events. 
Combine the photos with 
memorabilia you find along 
the way to create a scrap- 
book you’ll always cherish. 

• If you have ceremony stage fright 
(Brockway calls it “performance anxi- 
ety”), try your dress on when you’re 
home alone and practice moving around 
in it and visualizing how you want to 
look at the event (sexy, glamorous or 
joyous). Plus, who doesn’t want to 
spend extra time prancing around in 
their wedding dress? 

• Put time to rejuvenate yourself on 
your to-do list. Use it to get a massage, 
exercise or read a great book. 

As Brockway says, “What can set 
you apart from all who take a tradition- 
al ‘Stress Express’ to the altar is to 
make a decision up front that you will 
go about the business of being a bride 
with the conscious intention to stay 
present, enjoy the journey, and feel the 
blessings of this very short yet intense 
period of your life.” 


The Brooklyn Bride continues inside - Win a honeymoon cruise! 






